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worthy miniſters, that there ought to be ſumething of a pub- 
he renewing of this covenants. as well as private. 
In tlie mean time, that we may follow the affembly*y di- 
rectioris with perſons before their firſt admiſſion, it is needful 


_ that they make known their debgn'to miniſters ſeveral weeks 


before the adminiſtration, that they may have ſufficient time 
to try them, inſtruct them, explain their baptifmal engage= 
ments to them, and charge them home upon them. 
If we find them weak in knowledge, we may try their ea · 
pacity and deſire to learn by preicnbing a taſk to them a- 
— ſome day thereafter; ſuch as, iſt, Getting by heart 
o many queſtions of the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, or any other 


And teaming the meaning thereof, Or, -dly, The reading of 


ſome. chapters os the Bible, efpecially theſe which narrate 


the ſufferings of Chriſt, and requiring them to be in readi- 
+ neſs to ive ſome account thereof. Or, 3dly, The reading 


ſome part of a practical book upon the ſacrament, and calling 
them to give ſome account of the Tame. Or, gthly, Enjoin- 


ing them to take heed to the firſt ſermons they ſhall hear up- 


on fabbath or any week day, and to tell what they remember 
thereof, Or, $thly, Requiring them to humble themſelves, 


and pray much in ſecret at this time, and to be ready at next 
- meeting to give account what ſms they have been mourn- 


ing over, and what things they have been raying for, in 
the view of their approaching unto the table of the 
And, for taking faffctent trial of them, it may be proper to- 
cauſe them to come frequently to us. In the mean time, it 
is at we ſhould” confult with the elders, and enquire about 
their carriage and character before we come any great length 
with them, | | | 

As to theſe, concerning whoſe knowledge and behaviour 
we are ſome way fatisfied, it is needful, in the next place, 


do take a private dealing with them, by eanquiring. into the 
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ſenſe and feeling they have of religion upon their ſouls : 
what ſenſe they have of their natural eſtate, and. of the evil 
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been doing for their ſouls in fecret, by way of prayer, read- 
ing, meditation, or ſelſ- examination? What influence ſer- 
mons have had upon their hearts ? What diſcoveries. God 
hath made of fin, or of Chriſt unto them? What meltings 
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0 the ſtate Gf adult church members, and to be admitted 

into fall communion with the church, and to ſhare of the 

privileges of God's children, ſealed to you in baptiſm. Now. 

you are to =y the groand-ſtone of your ſpiritual building, ro 

wit, your ſalvation-work : and, if you take not care to dig 
deep, and found well, the building will never be ſecure; fee 

then that you dig deep, by ſelf-ſearching humiliation, and. 

renouncing ſelf-righteouſneſs and every falſe foundation, till 

ye win at laſt to the rock Chriſt, and his moſt perfect tighte- 

ouſneſs, which is ſufficient to bear all the weight you can 

lay upon it either of your juſtification, your ſanctiſication, r 

your glorification, ſeeing then ſo much doth depend upon +. 
this firſt es þ- great need have you to cry to the Lord to gives 
you counſel ; Lord, guide me with thy counſel, and keep 
me from itamblmg in the threſhold, You have many excel- 
lent helps provided already for your inſtruction and directi- 
on in this caſe z though it 15 ſadly to be regreted, that great 
ignorauce ſtill remains among the young, of the nature and 
ends of this ſealing ordinance, of the graces to be exerciſed, **. 
and the acts of faith requiſue in communicating, of the pre · 
paration needtul before their approach, and particularly of 
the work of ſelf- examination. As a remedy for this ignorance, 
I humbly offer you this ſhort Catechiſm Which you may get 
by heart, and be ready to-2nfwer to thoſe who are willing to 

inſtruct and aſiſt you at this critical juncture of your firſt _ | 
proach: allo J have drawn up ſome ſpecial queltions for fe- - 
crit ſelf-examination, by which vou may be aſſiſted in trying 
the itate of your ſouls, and your riglit before God go has ho- 
I; table; and 1 with you may make uſe of them in a conſci- 
entious manner, before you adventure to approach to it. It 
is eaty to get man's approbation, or a token from a miniſter, 
who cannot judge of your inward itate; but be not ſatisſi - . 
with that, nor with any thirg, till you get 38 a 
teliimony from conſcience, aad a warrant from the Malter of 
the feaſt. | | | \ 
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aud pray much in ſecret at this time, and to be ready at next 
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worthy miniſters, that there ought to be ſumething of a pub- 
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In the mean time, that we may follow the affembly's di- 15 
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efore the adminiſ{iration, that they may have ſafhcient time 3 
to try chem, inſtruct them, explain their baptiſmal engage= "Med 
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pacity and deſire to learn by preicnbing a taſk to them a- 
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ing them to take heed to the firſt ſermons they ſhall hear up- 
on fabbath or any week day, and to tell what they remember 


ing over, and what things they have been praying for, in "Is 
the view of their approaching unto the cable of the Lord. 

And, for taking ſufficient trial of them, it may be proper to 
eauſe them to come frequently to us. In the mean time, it To 
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their carriage and character before we come any great length 
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As to theſe, concerning whoſe knowledge and behaviour ©» 
we are ſome way fatisfied, it is needful, in the next place, 1. 
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what ſenſe they * of their natural eſtate, and of the evil ; 


of fin ? What thoughts they have of Chriſt ? What they have g 
been doing for their ſouls in fecret, by way of prayer, read- 
ing, meditation, or ſe}f-examination ?* What influence fer- 
mons have had upon their hearts ? What diſcoveries. God 


hath made of fin, or of Chrift unto them? What meltings 3 
or tenderneſs. of heart they have found in prayer, or in con 


felling of fin? What are really their ends and deſigns in 
deſiring acceſs to hies holy ordinance ? And what things 
they have been mourning over, and praying for, in the vie 
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h them, and cauſe them to pray. with us, and likewiſe we 
ought to inſiſt much with them upon the nature and neceſſu y 
of regeneration, and of faith in Jeſus Cbriſt; and to open 
up to them the nature of the covenant of grace, with the 
ſeveral parts and articles thereof, ard the obligations they are 
already brought under to accept of, aud adhere thereumo, 
by their baptiſm. As for the parts and articles of the cove- 
nant of prace which communicants are to accept of, and en- 
gage unto, they are pretty fully laid open in the propoſal ſab- 
joined to this Catechiſm tor renewing our baptiſmal engage- 
ments, and in the example of perſonal covenanting, which I 
hope young perſons and others will ſeriouſly conſider and de- 
berate upon. 

Aſter we have. found them in ſome meaſure qualified for 
receiving tokens, it would be much for ediſication to bring 
them ſome way in public, at leaſt before the elders, to makes 
Profe ſſion cf their faith, and a recognition ef their baptiſmal. 
covenart, by owning the glorious Trinity, renouncing the 
enemies thereof, and dedicating themſelves to the taree in 
one, Alfo, by declaring their acceptance of Chriſt in all his 
cſhees, and engaging 9 — to make conſcience of all 
the duties of . All which I have opened, and 
particularly inſiſted upon, in the ſaid propoſal; and Which, 
with the gleateſt humility, I would recommend to the ma- 
ture thoughts both of miniſters and people. Well, after * = 
theſe carechumens have given fatisfying aniwers to the quel- 
tions propoſed to them, have contented to their baptiſmal 
A eogagements ſo opened up and explained to them, and have 
1 undertaken perſonally to renew covenant in ſecret with God 
N in theſe terms before they approach to his table; it is fit to 
5 give them their tokens e that they are now admit- 

. ted into the ſtate 4nd privileges of adult church members, 

4 and ro tul} communion with the church; and, upon this oc- 

caſion, to give them ſuitable directions and, encouragements z 

concluding all, by giving up ard recommending theſe young 

fl perſcns to the grace of God, in ſolemn and fervent prayer. 

T4 This was the antient and primitive practice. Ihe ſolemn 

dedicatiou in uſe among the churches of Macedonia is com- 

5 wended by the apoſtle, 2 Cor. vii. 5. They gave them- 

1 {elves fiſt tothe Lord, and then to us vy the will of God. 

j O if this practice were kappily revived and brought in among 

1 us | how editying, inſtructing and confirming would it prove 

i to all the members of the church! what o 1gations would 

| | it lay upon them to ſtudy holineſs of hte, to diſtinguin 

, thernelves from the world, to deſire and dehght in Chriſtian 

| ſociery, and to love, quicken, admeniſh and-edify one a- 

nother l 1 know othing chat would beget a deeper ſenſe of 

ne te ative duties of church members one to another to 
uch we are ſo often exborted in the new, Tetfament, th 
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fenſe and practice whereof is almolt loſt in moſt Chriſtian 
churches. I am folly perſuaded the neglect of this antient 
practice hath done much harm to religion, by contributing 
ro encourage and cheriſh formal and lazy profeſſion, yea 
looſe and untender walking, and the abounding of immora- 


lines & ron. many, which otherwiſe might have been pre- 
. vented. s 


I know ſomething of this practice cf renewing the bap - 
timal covenant is obſerved in p.ivate by feveral miniſters, 
and ſome have done it more publickly to good advantage 
yea, I have known this method and practice very much u- 
ed of God, having been accompanied with much tendernefs; 
and many tears, among the young people, one of them con- 
tributing to affect an = ard which hath made very mov- 
jag impreſſions upon the whole audience: and I doubt not 
but ſuch opportunities have been to ſevetals, the happy occa- 
hons of their eſpouſals to the Lord Jeſus, which they will 
thankfully remeniber, and bleſs God for, not only while they 


are in time, but through eternity. Ic would be a deſirable 


thing, and a token for good, it the General Aſſembly wauld 


maturely couſider this affair, and commend it to the uniform 
Practice of the church, which, through the bleſling of God, 


might be of great uſe to heal our wotul breaches, unite our 
heatts, and rcvive ſcrious religion and the power of godlineis 
among us. | | 
Another thing which I recommend in this Catechiſm, in 
order to young communicants their worthy partaking, and 
comfortabl. walking with God, is ſecret pertonal tranſacting 
and covenanting with God, before they approach. This 1s 
a practice highly recommended, much inſiſted upon, by wor- 
thy Mr. Guthrie, Mr. Gouge, Mr. Allein, and many other 
practical writers; this hath been the anticat practice of the 
moſt eminent ſaints of God in this land, and alſo in other 
parts of the Chriſtian world; it hath been a mean of helping 
ro much ſolid peace and joy in believing, and hath been quick- 
ening and relieving to them through the various periods and 


trials of their wilderneſs journey: upon which account many 


of God's people have had cauſe to bleſs his name, for deter- 
mining them to comply with the advice of early covenanting 
with God : and I am afraid the great decay of rehgion in 
eur day, may be very much imputed to the neglect of this 
ractice. 8 
5 But, that we may underſtand the nature of this work, and 
our warrant for it the better, let theſe things be conſidered 
in the firlt place, that all of us have covyenanted with God, 
either one way or another. Eyery baptiſed perſon: hach co- 


venanted with God, by a viſible profeſſion and external de- 


dication. And every adult perſon, who hath truly believed; 


the goſpel, and cloſed. with God in Chriſt, hath corenameds Ne 
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ich God, not only externally but in reality; and of theſe 


ſome do it only virtually and implicitely, others do it for- 
mally and expliciad > Theſe who ſincerely accept of the got- 
pel-offers, and clofe with God in Chriſt, which is lf by 
chuſing the Lord for their God, and giving up themiclve; 
unto him, do all of them virtually covenant with God, and 
ſurely their [tate is to be reckoned good and ſafe who really 
do ſo. But beſides, there is a formal and explicite covenant- 
ing with God, when a man doth profeſſedly renew his bap- 
tiſmal dedication, and in an expreſs manner doth bind him- 
ſelf to the Lord anew by his ſlemn vow or promile : and this 
we may do ſeveral ways, either by the inward acts and out- 
goings of the Hul to God, or by the outward words and ex- 
preſhons cf the mouth, or by drawing up the ſame in writing, 
and ſubſcribing i with the Hand: and the more expreſs we 
are in this matter, it is ſo much the better for evidencing oar 
taith, clearing up our intereſt in Chriſt, and for fixing and 
binding our Rearts the more ſtrongly unzo God. And we 
have iufficient foundation for all this in God's word!: for, 
when 1{4:ah is foretelling a great converſion of fingers unto 
the Lord, winch fell out partly at the return of the 3 
irom Pabylon, and more eſpecially at the returning of the 
Gentile nations unto the Lord in the goſpel times, he r2pre- 
ſents their manegements thus, Iſa. xliv. 5. One ſhall ſay, 
* I am the Lord's; and another ſhall cali himſeif by rhe 
name of Jacob ; and another ſhall fabicribe with his hand 
* unto the Lord.“ That is, they ſhall all cheertully renew 
covenant with God, and conſænt to their part of the covenauit 


ſome one way, and ſome another: ſome more implicitely; an 


4 
Ll 


the zeal of one will provoke another. Some ſhall jay, I am 
the Lord's; that is, I will be his only, his wholly and his 
for ever; I will be for his intereſt, for his uſe, and for his 
praiſe. Others again ſha!l call themſelves by the name of 
Jacob: that is, they ſha'l incorporate themſelves with the 
people of God, joia with them an the profeſſion of religion, 
and put on the character and Lvery of God's family ; they 
ſhall aſlociate with God's people, and act for their good and 
welfare. But there are others who ſhall {ubicr be with their 


hand ro the Lord; that is, they ſhall manage this tranſaction 


with greater exactnefs and ſolemnity; they ſhall draw un a 
writing, and ſigu it, as men do for the confirming and fixin 

of a bargain ; and ſceing men take this courſe in other at- 
fairs of importance, why ſhould we not think it proper to do 
it when we make a covenant-dedicarion of ouric}7es to the 
Lord, which is an affair of the greateſt importance? When 
we draw up a ſummary of what we engage both to be, and 
to dus and ſign it with our hand, we give ateſtimony of our 
ting in this matter with conſideruion, heartineſs and 
mſolution. We are apt to forget what we do by word of 
mouth, 
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mouth, but writing would -preferve the memory of dur 
ſoul's tranſaction with God. And hath not God diſcoxered 
this noble invention of writing to us fot fack excellent facted 
purpoſes as this is? And ſurcly thoſe who duly conſidet the 
worth of their ſouls, the weight of eternity, and the 
treachery of their hearts and memories, will not count this 
an unneceſſary taſk or burden. We ſee bow expreſs, exact 
and ſolemn, Moſes, xp and Nehemiah were, in an affair 
of thus kind: when the people were to renew covenant with 
God, they cauſed write the covenant, and read it over in 


their hearing; the people by their direction, gave expreſs 


conſent, and many of them ſer their ſeals unto it, and they 
{et up ſtone pillars to preſerve their remeinbrance of what 
they did, .Exod, xxiv. 4, 7. Joſh, xxiv. 26, 27. Nch. ix. 
38. They were ſo ſenſible of the forgerfulneſs and treachery 
of mens hearts, and memories, the judged all this needful 
to make ſuitable impreſſions upon them, and to maintain the 
ſenſe of their dedication, and engagement to the Lord and 
his ſervice. And ſurely they who bear boneſt minds, will 
not ſtartle at giving aſſurance; that they who know the de- 
cenfulneſs of their own hearts; will not think them unneceſ- 


Queſtion. Is not perfenal covenanting the ſame thing with 
beheving ? 

Anfwer. Yes it is; only it hath an agrec:ble mixture in it 
of repentance and loye, which ſaving faith is never without. 
Faith is the great putting grace, which brings Chriſt and the 
foul together: it is the hand that takes hold of God's coye- 
nant, and brings us within the bond of it. What is perſon- 
al covenanting but a very ſolemn, explicite, and particular 
exerting of ſaving fanh in its various acts, ſuch as, its accept- 
ing, appropriatiug, appIy:Pg; and r acts? What is 
. — he outgoings of the foul to God through the Me- 
diator? and what are theſc outgoings, but the ſoul's taking 
God for his God, and devoting itſelf ro him which is perſo- 
nal covenanting? and upon this account it is, that faith is 
ſometimes exprelit by an Sroxching the Lord to be our God. 
Deut. xxvi. 17. ſometimes by yiel 
2 Chron. Xxx. E. and a giving ourſclves to the Lord, 2 Cor, 
uling Chriſt as cur buſband, 2 Cor. 
nd being married to Chriſt, Rom. vii. 4. yea, it is calls 
ed a joining ourſelves to the Lord a 
and 2 making covenant with God, Pialm J. 5g. fo that beliey- 
ing and covenanting are the 8 ; 
large ſcuſe. And indeed the nature of faving faith doth ne- 
ſor it hath in it, nor-enty the 
, but, alſo the qoniegr ud the will 
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of Chriſt, ſometimes to cloſe with Chriſt only, and ſometimes 
to come to God in Chriſt. | 


Anſwer. Though Chriſt be not always mentioned in the call- 


given us to covenant with God, yet it is ſtill underitood ; ior 
the thing is ſo clear in ſcripture, tliat all who live under the 
goſpel are ſuppoſed to know, that there is n tranſating with, 
God, nor dealing with him, but in, by, and through Chriſt 
the Mediator. Hence God ia faid to be reconciled to us in 
Chriit, 2 Cor. v. 19. and that the Father is well pleaſed in 
Chriſt, Marth. xvii. C. and that he accepts us in Chriſt, Eph. 
1. 6. and hence we are appointed to come to God by Chriit, 
Heb. vii. 25, and to be! ve in God by Cariit, 1 Pet. 1. 21. 
Why! Chriſt being our only Medrator, and alſo God-man 
in one perſon, he is now God's repreſentative to us, and the 
ht try{ing-place betwixt God and us; and it is in him only 
that we can meet with God. The name, the natare and per- 
fe*tons of God are in Chriſt; fo when we clofe with Chriſt, 
we cloſe with God in him, Chriſt is as it were the viſible hand 
which God holds oat to ſinners, and upon this hand we muſt 
lay hold in all our tranſactions and dealings with God; and 
therefore it is only in, by, or through Chriſt that we are to 
clofe with God as our God and portion. ; 
Qyettion. Can our perſonal covenanting, or renewing our 
bajtitmal covenant, he reckoned a bringing in of aay other 
covenant beſide the covenant of grace? ; 
Anfwer. No; for our covenanting with God is nothing but 
our conſenting to the covenant of grace, or to the method 
ot ſalvation propoſed therein to us thro” Chriſt the Mediator: 
which is believing : ſo that our perſonal covenanting can no 
more be reckoned a different covenant from the covenant of 
grace, than our believing. That which occaſions miitakes 
in ſome is, the different notions they have of the covenant of 
grace: they perhaps underſtand it merely of God's gracious 
miles to us in Chriſt; and indeed it is ſometimes to taken 
in ſcripture, Pſalm exi. 5. Eph. ii. 12. But the covenant of 
ce is commonly taken in a large ſenſe for the whole 
heme and contrivance of our ſalvation thro” Jefus Chriſt, and 
then it includes all the duties of the covenanted to God, as 
well as God's promiſes to them, Pſal. IXxvii. 37. Heb. viii. 10. 
God has thought kt to adopt the moral law into the covenant 
of grace, as a rule of le to all who come into it, and ſhare 
of 'ns promiſes; though in the mean time I grant that ſtrength 
to obey this law, is a bleſhng promiſed in the covenant of 
grace as freely as any other ble 
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© Qteſtion. How thall I take up this matter aright? ſomes | 
times I am called to covenant with God without any mention 


aß in it. Now, When we. 
conſent 16 the covenant of grace; 'or take hold of it, we muſt 
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8 bot only accept of the premiſes of pardon ard ſalvation 
through Chriſt offered therein, but we muſt allo conſent to 
tze duties required of the covenant, and engage to them; we 


„mat conſem to Chriſt as a raler, as well as a Saviour ; and | 
Oo is graciouſly pleaſed to call this conſent of ours, the mak- ; 
| ing of a covenant with him, and is well pleaſed with it, Pial. . 
P 5. Jer. xxxiv. 12. and J. 5. which may be admired as an ** 
evidence of the wonderful goodneſs and condeſcention, that 0 
he ſtould put ſuch honour and reſpect upon our feckleſs en- Ny 
deavours: for indeed the covenant is properly only of God's $I 
making, and not ours, in regard he is the ſole deviſer of it: 
and it is he, that by his free grace, enables us to give conſent Y 
to the covenant, and do any part in it. And, as this cove- * 
nant is all grace; we mult ſee that the free grace of God in { 
„ Chnit get all the glory ot our ſalvation : and therefore we , 


mutt be careful to remember, that the duties of the covenant- 
ed, to which we engage, or even faith itie!f are not proper] 
the counter-part or condition on the {ide ot the covenanted, 

to which the promiſes of pardon and faivation are proper] 
annexcd :; for though theſe be required of us and mait neceſ- 
ſarily be performed ſo that without them there is no ſalvart- 

on; yet we mult (til! bear in mind, that it is only the obedi- 
ence, iatisfaction, or righteouſneſs of Chriſt our ſurety, which 
is the proper and pleadable condition in the covenant of grace 
before God of our juſtification and ſalvation; and to this on- 
ly we mult look as the great meritorious condition to which 
all the promiſes of the covenant are properly annexed. 

Queſtion. In what reſpect then is taith, repentance, or new 
obechence required of us in this covenam: ? 

Anſwer. Faith is required as the great mean or inſtrument, 
for imereſting us in the ſurety's righteouſneſs ; and repent- 
ance, love, and new obedience, are required as the evidences 

of this faith, and as a teſtimony of our gratitude to God for 
| his free love to us in Chriſt, but are nowiie conditions for 
purchaſing any mercy or blethog whatſoever. 
Having thus cleared the nature of the duty of perſonal 
+ + covenanting and our warrant for it: ſeeing it is — 2 but 
à ſolema and explicite exerting of the various acts of faith, 
get me beſeech all young folks, in God's ſtrength to eſſay 
the duty in the molt expreſs and exact manner, not only by 
word, but by write alſo. I know ſome have abuſed this prag - 
tice, and have relied ee upon it, but that ſhould 


not make us reject the lawful uſe of a thing ſo well warranted, 
aud in which the ſaints of God have found fo much profit 
dg nd ſweetneſs. And the more ſolemm and-exprets they have 
be en in their covenanting, leaning wholly apon their {urety's 
fſtrength, they have ſtill had the more ſatisfaction and comfort 

. in it. | 0 | | l . 2 N 

8 Well ben, young people, intended-communicants, what 
Dl n | | rh? | lay 22 
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„Nia t the ſon's e. agagements to neu- ol bee. 


Quellion, How hall I take ap this matter aright ? ſome- 
times [ am calied to covenant with God wiki! any mention 
of Chtiſt, ſometimes to cloſe wich Chriſt only, and jometimes 
to Come to God In, Chrit, 


Aniwer, Though Chriſt be not * Ways nentioned in the cell: 


giv" n us to ce Ven: int with God, vet it ie, {till v deritood ; 101 
he thing is ſo Cle: u in 3 tat alt why hive under the 
goſps 1 are e luppoſ; ed t. 0 KNOW, that UiLrVe 18 59 i ada 18 with. 
God, NOT dealing with nin ly but 1: ls by, and tlrough Ch rut 


the Medtator. Hen ce God Late id to be reconciled to us in 
Chriit, 2 Car. v. 1. and that the Father is well picaſed in 
Chriſt, Rlatth. Xvit. ©. and tat he accepts ds 1 Chriir, Eph. 
1. 6. and hence are appoin: ed to com? to God by Cnriit, 
fl b i 24. Tue 4 10 ve: vo {71 (30 * Cart. E 1 Pet. Io 21. 
Wuy! Chrilt be 19g, « ur only Me: Bator, and alſo Gou-man 


in Ge berlon, he is now Gag? s repreſentative to us, and the 
ht tryZing-Pp!ace bet! ch *t God and vs; and its in him only 
that we can moet with God. The name, the natare and per- 
te * ons of God are in \ Chrift © ſo when we clofe with Chrilt, 
we clote u (7h God in him, Chriil is as it were the viitb!e hand 
which God holds Out tO {1mners, and upon this hand we miult 
ley hold in all cur tranſactians and dealings with God; and 
theret. Te it is only in, by, or throug 1 Ch that we are to 

cloſe with God as our God and partie 
Nagcition, Can our perſonal cov — or renewing our 
bajatitinal covenant, hs reckoned a bringiug in of aay other 

covenant beſide the covenant of grace? 

Anſwer. No; for out covenanting with God is nothing but 
var conſerting tO the Covenant Ot ar. ce: or to the method 
Oi lalvation propoſed therem tons thro' Chriſt the Mediator: 
Winch 1s believing : ſo that our perional Covenantty S Can NO 
more be reckone £ a different covenant fro: n the covenant of 
grace, than cur believing. That which occations miitakes 
in ſome is, the different notions thev h ave of the covenant of 
grace: they perhaps unceritand 11 merely of God's gracious 
promiles to us in Chriſt; and indec d it is ſometitnes io taken 
In 1cripture, Pialm exi. 5. Eph. ji. 12. But the Covenant of 
grace is Con amonly taken in 2 large ſenſe for the whole 
ivheme and conrivance of our ſairation thro? Jeſus Chriſt, and 
then it includes all the duties of the covenanted to God, as 
well as God's promiſes tu the m, Pfal. Ixxvii. 3). HL b. Ville 10. 
God has thought kt to adopt the moral taw imo the COVENANT 
of grace, as a rale of life to all who come hto it, and ſhare 
ens promiſes; though in the mean time I grant that ſtrength 
to obey this law, is a bicſhng promided in the covenant of 
race as [1ee?; y as any other blethng in it. Now, when we 
conſent 16 tl he covenant of grace, or take hold of it, we muſt 
207 
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bot only accept of the preanſes of pardon ard ſalvation 
through Chriſt offered therein, but we mutt alſo conſent to 
the Cuties required of the covenant, and engage ro them; we 
malt corf{ert to Chritt as a ruler, as well as a Saviour: and 
God is graciouily pleaſed to call this conſent of ours, the mak- 
ng of a covenant with him, and is well pleaſed with it, Pal. 
„5. Jer. XXXIir. 12. and J. 5. which may be edmircd as an 
evidence of the wonderful goodneſs and condefcention, that v 
he ſhould put ſuch honour and reſpett upon our feckleſs en- 
deavours: tor indeed the covenant is properly only of God's 
making, and not ours, in regard he is the ſole deviſer of it: 
znd 1t is he, that by his tree grace, enables us to give conſent 
to the covenant, and do any part in it. Ard, as this cove- 
nant is all grace; we mult ice that the free grace of God in 


Chriſt get all the glory of our ſalvation ; end therefore we 
mall be caretul to remember, that the duties of 

54 8 * 9298 R A * IT” , I 
ed, to winch engage, OT C 


the Covenant 

' ie are pot properly 
the COUNtCr-Ppart or condition on the de or the covenanted, 
to which tlie promiſes of perdon and faivetion are properly 
annexcd :; for though theſe be required of us and niatt nycet- 
tanly be performed ſo that without them there is no ſalvar- 
on; yet we mut (+14! DC An mink, that it 18 only the obedi- 
ence, iatisfaction, or tighteouſinels of Chriſt our ſurete, which 
is the proper and plcadable condition in the corcnant of grace 
h-fore God of our joſtihcation and ſalvation; and to this one 
ly we mutt look ag the great meritorious condition to which 
all the promiſes of the covenant are properly annexed. 

Queſtion. In what retpect then is faith, repemance, or new 
obedience recguired of us in this covenant 2? 

Antwer. Fuich is required as the great mean or inſtrument, 
tor imereiting us in the ſurety's righteouſneſs; and repent- 
ance, love, and new obedience, are required as the evidences 
of this faith, and as a teſtimony of our gratitude to God for 
his free love to us in Chriſt, but are nowi'e conditions for 
purchaling any mercy or blethrg whatſoever. | 

Haring thus cleared the nature of the duty of perſonal 
covenanting and our warrant lor it: ſeeing it is nothing but 
a ſolemn and exphcite exerting of the various acts of faith, 
jet me beſeech all voung folks, in God's ſtrength to effay 
the duty in the molt expreſs and exact manner, not only by 
word, but by write allo. I know ſome have abuſed this prac- 
nice, acd have relied prefurapracuſly upon it, but that ſhould 
not make us reject the lawtul uſe of a thing ſo well warranted, 
and in which the ſaints cf God have found fo much profit 
and fweetneſs, And the more ſolemn and-exprels they have 
be en in their covenanting, leaning whoily upon their {urcty's 
ſtrength, they have ſtili had the more ſatis faction and comfort 
in it. | 5 
Vell then, young people, intended Communicants, * 
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ſelves, ſou} and body, unto the Lord. and do it with the great- 


aiming to ice. theſe acts in a ſolemn way is the beſt way 


Gerkneots, ard is Aadly l with doubts and jzalouſies 
about the truth of his ſaith, and the reality of his intereſt in 
| : hrilt, 
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Ehrift, I know no better remedy than this very practice. 1 


might recommend ſeveral ſeaſons as proper for renewing your 


Jolemn dedications and covenant-tranſactions with God; ſuch 


as the time of imminent danger, or {ome great ſtrait, or when 
you fall into ſome great ſin, into declining or hack ſliding, or 
when you fall ivto great darkneſs and perplezity about your 
ſauls condition; Fkewiſe, it is very proper upon days of faſt- 
on. at the beginning of every new vear, and particular- 
ly before your approzci: to the Lonl's table. All theſe are co- 
venanting tines to God's people. 

For your Help in this importan, affair, I have ſet down an 
example at the end of this Catechiſin, from which you may 
borrow materials for your covenant- tranſaction: and you ma 
make ſach alterations, and chaſe ſuch words as mav beſt ſun 
the ſins, warts, wenkneſs, and peculiar circumſtance of your 
louls. + When you have drawa it up, be not raſh in going in- 
to it, but read it over, and conſult conſcience about every pa- 
ragraph in it, before you venture to ſubſcribe it; and when 
you find in yourſelt a willingneſs and firm refolntion to do it, 
then effay io do it with the greateſt If deniedneſs, ferioufe 
neſs and ſolemaity, fit down on your knees and again read it 
over, and pauling after every article, look up to God in 
Chriſt for ſtrength, before you give your conſent and ſay A- 
men to it; 9x of eg after all take the pen, as in the ſight 
and preſence of an all-ſecing God, and {ſubſcribe with your 
hand to the Lord. ; 
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K when I call you to it, I call you to engage to no more hag 
2 what you are already engaged to by your baptiſm ; Yor . i 
jult the covenant you ate to conſent to now, which you con- 
ſented to by your parents then; only now, ye are to ratify your: 
rarents deed by your voluntary conſent and perſonal religna- 
don, and to be Tomewhat more expreſs and particular in your 
engagements, The which if you refuſe to do, baptiſm will 
not profit yon, but {tand as a witneſs againſt you. Lay your 
hands then to your heart, and reſolve what to do; for God 
is {til} warring on you, and ſaying, Chuſe you this day whom 
you will ſerve : Why halt ye between two opinions? Come 
Ike Amaziah, who willingly offered himſelf unto the Lord, 
2 Chron. xvii. 19. O young communicants, let your hearts 
begin to melt, and your eyes to drop, for your long rebelli- 
on and backwardneſs to yield to your rightful owner. 3: 
Chr ilt be coming to you in {treams of blood, it is fit you go ! 
to meet him with floods of tears for in: if vou be to ſeal a 4 
covenant with God, fee that ye come to an open rupture — 
with all the enemies of God; preſemiy-break league with ſin, "0 
Satan and the world, and come and make an ofter of your- i, 
ſelves, foul and body, unto the Lord, and do it with the great- * 
eſt ſeriouſneſs and lemnity; and to be ſure he will in no 
wite rezect your offer, nor caſt you out. l Kal 
As for you who are acquainted with this duty, who have 
made a covenant tranſaction with God formerly, and have *] 
done it, perhaps with conſiderable ſolemnity and exaneſsz + © -3 
let me exhort you not to reſt here, bat reviſe and renew your | 
wanfattion. You think it our duty frequemly to renew,  . 
your acts of repentance, and why not alſo to renew the act 
ings of faith and love by perfonal covenanting with Gd? 
Your frequent aiming at this, would ſerve both to {trengthen_ +: © +, 
your faith, and to evidence the truth and reality of it unto 
you : for, as a Chriſtian ſhould perſiſt in repenting for — Ky OL 
till he know that he truly repents ; ſo he ſhould beheve, and 
exert taith in its di ferent acts of - approving, applyings re 42 
nouncing, accepting, appropriating,” giving up, and ſurren- uw" 
dering, tl} he know that he truly believes. Your frequent 
aiming to venew theſe acts in. a ſolemn way is the beſt 1 
for 1 2 both to get and keep ſight of your intereſt in CHIiſf. 
4 And for the poor beligver that is complaining of wal 4 in 
darkneſs, ard is ſadly oppreſſed with doubts and Flo les 3 
„ -aboat the druch of his ſaith, and the tealiry of his jneereft m, 
Vue . | a | | 4 Chriſt, ME TL. 
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N Chrift, I know no better remedy than this very practice, 1 


fore your approacli to the Lonl's table. All theſe 
venanting tines to God's people. 1 
For your help in this importar.: affair, I have Jet down an 5 
example at the end of this Catechiſin, from which you may ” 
borrow materials for your covenant: tranſaction z and you may _ 5 
make ſuch alterations, and chuſe ſuch words as Way fart | 


” +» Chriſt for ſtrength, before you give your conſent and ay 14 
. 18 ? Þ 
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and preſence of an all-ſecing God, and ſubſcribe with your * 
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7. YOUNG COMMUNICANT's 
* * | | DO. 0 
. F | Concerning Max's natural E late. 
105 Queſt. J N what eſtate was you born ? 
* Anſw. In a wotul miſerable eſtate, wanting the i- 
+ mage and fayour of God, which-man at fir{t had; and with a 
"TY tntul nature, prone to what is evil, backward to what is good, 
1 and expoſed to the wrath o God both here and hereafter. 
q Q. How tame you to be born in this eſtate ? | mY 
N. A Becauſe of my deſcent from ſinful Adam, who fell from v 
08 his happineſs; by breaking covenant with God, and incurring 
i the 7 thereof; whereby he loſt all his grace, aud was 
6 wholly unable to recorer himſelf. Bd 


0. Q. ls fallen man leſt without hope in this miſerable eſtate? 
0 A. No; there is a noble remedy provided: for though the 
old covenant be broken and diſſolved, there is an excellent 


* new covenant contrived, yea, revcaled and tendered unto loſt 
| finners of mankind, | & 


290 

% 5 Concerning the two Covenants, 
* Queſt. HAT are theſe covenants which God hath 

Wo - made with man ? SEM 

65 A. The covenant of works, and the covenant of grace. ; 
Ws , Q. By which of theſe two covenants is it that you can be 
1 aved? 4 „ 9 
* A. Only by the covenant of grace, which is called the new 

We 'Eovenant, | 

30 Q. What is the covenant of works ? 
44 A. It is God's agreement with Adam and Eve, wherein he 

5 promiſed them life upon their perfect obedience to his laws, 
And threatened death upon their diſobedience. | 
1 Q. Why cannot you be ſaved by the covenant of works? 
"FE A. Becauſe I am neither able to fulfil the condition, nor to 
\ "i underly the penalty of it; that is, I can neither give perfect 
od - obedience to God's law, nor bear his wrath which is dns for 
of breaking it. | | 
. 6 Q, What is the covenant of grace, by which you are to be 
mY . X 3 4 
3 A. It is God's gracious pactiou with elect ſinners in Chriſt, 
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The Young Communicant's, %c. 15 ik 
in which he is pleaſed mercifully to offer and promiſe falva- ! 
tion to all poor fallen ſinners of Adam's race who believe in 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt. | F 

Q. Who are theſe that truly believe in him ? : | 

A. They are ſuch, who being made ſenſible of their loſt e- ; 
Nate are content to receive Jeſus Chriſt as their ſurety and 
Saviour and to depend upon his righteouſneſs, and ſatisfacti -- 
on to divine juſtice, as the only ground of their juſtification 
before God, and are reſolved, in his ſtrength, to ſhew forth 
their faith by ſincere love and obedience to God. 

Q. Why 1s this new covenant called a covenant of grace ? 

A. To diſtinguiſh it from the covenant of works, wherein 
the ground of man's juſtification was ſomerhing done by the 
man himſelf : whereas, in this new covc+ ant the ground of a 
man's juſtthcation is ſomething done by a ſurety in his room: 
and alſo becauſe the ſurety himſelt, and all the bleſſings of 
this covenant are moſt gracious and free gitts, beſtowed by 
God upon undeſerving and il]-deſerving creatures, who could 
do nothing to obtain them. 

"Q. How can this covenant be altogether of grace when 
faith is required of us as the condition to intereſt us in the 
bleſſings of it, and likewiſe good works to ſhew forth our faith? 

A. Though both theſe required of us, yet the grace 
for cus — g that faith and theſe works, is promiſed to us 
in this covenant, as freely as any other bleſſing in it: upon 
which account, this covenant is frequently called in ſcripture 
a teſtament. 
Q. Why is this covenant called a teſtament ? _ 
A. Becauſe all the bleſſings and good things promiſed there- 
in, are freely bequeathed and made over to the elect, as le- 
cies left and made ſure to them by the death of Jeſus Chriſt 
e teſtator, and alſo, in it there is grace left them to pertorn ' 
all the duties required of them. on 
Q. What are the principal legacies of this teſtament? 
A. Pardon of fin, deliverance from wrath, peace with God, 
all the graces of the Spirit, with perſeverance therein to the 
end, fuftry thro? death, reſurrection to lite, and eternal glory, 
Q. How is it that this covenant or teſtament is eſtabliſhed 
and confirmed to us ? ; ; 
A. By the death and blood of Jeſus Chriſt the Mediator 
and teſtator of it and by the outward ſigns and ſeals Which he 
hath inſtituted to be diſpenſed to us, with the preaching of 


the gotpcl. 
Concerning the Seals of the Covenant, | 5 
-Queſt. HAT are the ſeals of the covenant c. grace? 'W 
"4 A. The two facraments, Baptiſm and the _ 4 
Lard's Supper. — 5 4 9 
W 4. | B 2 Q. For " 4: 
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Concerning Plans natural Fate. 
Queſt. I N what eſtate was you born? 


Anſw. In a wotul miſcrable cſtate, wanting the 1- 
mage and favour of God, which man at ft had; and with a 


Matul natura, prone to what ia evil, backyard to what is good, 
and expoſed to the wrath of God both here and hereatter. 

Q. How came you to be born in this eftate ? | 

A. Becauſe of my deicent from f{inta! Adam, who fell from 
bis happineſs, by breaking covenant wich Cod, and incurring 
the penalty thereof; whereby he loſt all his grace, and was 
wholiy unable to regorer himſelf. 

Q. Is fallen man leſt without hope in this miſerable eftate ? 

A. No; there is a noble remedy provided: for though the 
old covenant be broken and diflolved, there is an excellent 
new covenant contrived, yea, revcaled and tendered unto loſt 
finners of mankind. 


Concerning the two Covenants. 
Queſt, W HAT are theſe covenants which God hath 
'V made with man ? | 

A. The covenant of works, and the covenant of grace. 

Q. By which of theſe two covcnants is it that you can be 
faved ? 

A. Only by the covenant of grace, which 1s called the new 
covenant. 

Q. What is the covenant of works? 

A. It is God's agreement with Adam and Eve, wherein he 
promiſed them lite upon their perfect obedience to his laws, 


6 and threatened death upon their diſcbedience. 
— A. Why cannot you be ſaved by the covenant of works? 


A. Becaule I am neither able to fulfil the condition, nor to 
underly the penalty of it; that is, I can neither give perfect 
obedience to God's law, nor bear his wrath which is due for 
breaking it. 

8 5 Ag hat is the covenant of grace, by which you are to be 
ved! 


A. It is God's gracious paction with ele ſinners in Chriit, 
in 
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The Young Communicant's, &c. 15 
in which he is pleaſed mercifully to offer and promiſe falva- 
tion to all poor fallen ſianers of Adam's race who believe ia 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 

Q. Who arc theſe that truly believe in him? 

A. They are ſuch, who being made ſenſible of their loft e- 

tate are content to rectt,e Jeſrs Chriſt as their ſurety and 
Saviour and to depend upon his riphteoaſneſs, and ſatisfucti- 
on to divine zuitice, as the only grourd of their juſtiſication 
before God, and are reſolved, in his ſtrength, to ſliew forth 
their faith by ſincere love and obedience to God. | 

Q. Why 1s this new cor2nant called a covenant of grace? 

A. To diſtiaguiſh it from the covenant of works, wherein 

tle ground of man's juſtification was ſomething done by the 
man himſelf: whereas, in this new chve ant the ground ot & 
man's juſtiſication is ſomething done by a ſurety in his room: 
and alſo becauſe the ſurety himtelt, and all the bicthngs of 
this covenant are moſt gracious and tree gitts, beſtowed by 
God upon undeſerving and ill- deſerving creatures, who could 
do nothing to obtain them. 
*Q. How can this covenant be altogether of grace when 
faith is required of us as the condition to intereit us in the 
bleſhngs of it, and Itkewiſe good works to ſhew forth our faith? 
A. 'Thongh both theſe be required of us, yet the grace 
tor producing that faith and thele works, is promiſed to us 
in this covenant, as freely as any other bleſſing in it: upon 
winch account, this covenant is — called in ſeripture 
a teſtament. 

Q. Whry is this covenant called a teſtament? 

A. Becauſe all the bleſſings and good things promiſed there- 
in, are freely bequeathed and made over to the elect, as le- 
gacies left and made ſure to them by the death of Jeſus Chris 
the teſtator, and alſo, in it there is grace leſt them to perform 
all the duties required ot them. 

Q. What are the principal legagies of this teſtament? 

A. Pardon of fin, deliverance from wrath, peace with God, 
all the graces of the Spirit, with perſeverance therein to the 
end, ſafety thro' death, reſurre ion to lite, andi eternal glory, 

2 How is it that this covenant or teſtament is eſtablichtd 
and confirmed to us? 

A. By the death and blood of Jeſus Chriſt the Mediator 
and teſtator of it and by the outward ſigus and ſeals Which he 
hath inſtituted to be diſpenſed to us, with the preaching of 
the gotpcl. 


Concerning the Seas of the Covenant. 


Queſt. W HAT are the ſeals of the covenant c grace? 
A. The two ſacraments, Baptiſm and the 


Lord's Supper. 
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. Q. For what end hath God appointed theſe ſacraments or 
als? 

A. To be ſacred figns, me:norials and pledges of his mercy 
to us through a cruciſied Jeſus, he being the great ſurety and 
ſacrifice to which we are appointed conſtantly to look for par- 
don, grace, and glory. 

Q. Why are baptiſ and the Lord's ſupper called ſeals of 
the covenant of grace ? 

A. Becauſe like ſealed charters, they confirm and affure us 
of the certainty of the covenant, and all its promiſed bleſſings, 
ard particularly, that God is willing, in and through Chriſt, 
to be a God ty vs, and to take us for his people. 

What is Uaptiſm? 

A. it is the ſacred waſhing, or ſprinkling with water, in the 
r,me ot the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 

Q. What doth this ſprinkling {1gnity ? . 

A. The cleanſing of our ſouls from fia by Chriſt's blood 
ard Spirit, and our entering in among the diſciples and fol- 
towers of Chriſt. 

Q. Why are you baptized in the name of the Father? 

A. In te{timony of my chuſing and owning God the Father 
as my father, and the great Comriver of the goſpel method 
ef ſalvation through Chrilt, | 

Q. Why are you baptized in the name of the Son ? 

A. in token of my ehuling and accepting of the Son of 
God as my great Redeemer and Saviour, in all his ofhces, 
Yrophet, Prieſt, and King. : 

Q. Why is he eſpecially ſtiled our Saviour? 

A. Becauſe of the eminent hand he had in the ſalvation we 
lock for; he preached it to us as our great Prophet, he pro- 
cured it for us as cur High-prieit, he beſtowed it on us as our 
Lord and King. 

Q. Why are ou baptized in the name of the Holy Ghoſt? 

A. In teſtimony of my owning and accepting of the Holy 
Ghoſt as my Sanctifier, and the great Applier of Chriſt's pur- 
chile to me, whole office is to work ſaving faith and all grace 
in he ele. 

What engagements have you come under by your bap- 
wm | 


A. To believe and obey the holy Trinity, and to renounce 
the three great enemies thereof, viz. the devil, the world, 
and the fleſh; and to live as a Chriſtian indeed, and always 
re member the name by which I am called. 

Q. Bow is it that a Chriſtian or baptiſed perſon ought to live? 

A. As one that is ſolemnly conſecrated to the faith and o- 
bedience of the holy Trinity: and particularly as one that is 
waſher u the blood of the Lamb, who will not again adven- 
ture to defile himſelf with fin, but will ſtudy to make Chriſt 
his pattern. | | 

Q. Are 


/ 
EU 
| 
| 


OR Oe Ie — Oo ger urn wear JF” ww. . 2 r IY "MAY | 
; 4 * K . 
” : ; Sa. 
= a \ 


CATECHIS M. 15 


Q. Are you not bound to renew your baptiſmal engage- 
ments, and to take the nu unto yourlett 2 

A. Yes, 1 4m, and do exprelly, when I go to take the ſe- 
cond {eat ot the coverant, and partake of the Lord's i ꝓper. 
8 22 * hat is the dilterence berwixt baptiſm and the Lord's 
up} pe 


= be fiſt is to be ad miniſtred to us but once, but the ſe- 
Kg omen : the firft doth ſignify our ſpiritual birth, the ſe- 
cond our ſpiritual nouriſhment, baptifin is the door of Chriſt's 
houſe by which we mull _ er, but the Lord's ſupper is the 
_—_— at which God's childrea malt feed and cet ſtrength. 
What thould be your great deſign in atte ending and par- 

lg of thete facraments ? 

A. That thereby I may thew my regard and obedience to 
the Author of them, end that 1 may find a crucified Telus in 
them, and get myſelt ailured of his love and purchaſę. 


Concerning the Lerd' Supper. 


Queſt, * HAT is the H ord's Supper? 

V A. It is a religious e: ming ol bread, and drinks. 
ing of wine, accor. ling to Chriſt's in Hirai 2 and example in 
remembrance of his d{auy and tutferngs for us 

When did Chrut inſtitute this latament 5 
in the fame night wherein he Was. be raved, and imme- 


diately after he had catenthe ?-with Pi lover with his diſciples. 


* Why did he intticute it at th: time? 6 
To ſhew that the 5. lov er ba as abrogated by this new | 
ordinance and the Le ard $ upper come in its room, and alſo | 


to lay all his people under the fironger obligations to oblerye | 
and ancend i it. | 
Why doth the time of the inſtitution lay us under ſuch 
| obligations to obſerve it ! | 
A. Becauſe the command and directions which he gave is 
at that time, are to be regarded as aha ſolemn dying ci args 
of a crucified jcias, who was going to do mor? for us tha: 2 
all the world could do. 
Did Cb! t enjoin this ordinance as any taſk or burden 
on his people? 

A. Not at all, but left it as a rare privilege aud Precious 
legacy to the church, ſe2ing it is a bright mem orial of his dy- 
ing love, a ſure pledge of his ſecond coming, and a QUiCKener 
ot all the graces. 

Q. What are the elements or {ignz appointed in this ſacra- 
| ment? 
| A. Bread and wW ine. 
| What do they repreſent unto vs? 

A. Chriſt's body and blood with all the benefits and Viet 
fings thereby Feen to Od. 
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Q. For what end hath God appointed thele 14eraments er 
Fals 2 

A. 1 © Tacre ed ig N, me. 1415 a” I 1 ledges Of his mcrcey 
J us 14 agn a cructlied Jeſu „he being the g: cat ſurety an 


acrifics to which we arc appointed conttanily to look for par- 
Jon, graue, and glory. 

Q. Why are 2 ati and the Lord's ſupper called ſeals of 

the covenant of gragg? 

un like feaicd charters, they confirm and aſſure us 

of the cortarnt g of the coverant, and all its promiſed blcikngsy 
OO partioniary, that God 1s willing, in an through Chritt, 

be a God tos, and to ke us jor his people. 

Q. Wh: t 1s Bay film? a 

A. it is the ſacred wathing, or ſprin kling with vater, in the 

r. me co? rs Fathe „ und of the $01 1, and of the 11 Wy Ono it. 

Q What doth this ſprnkling (ear; 

AT The cieanſing of our ſouls trom fia by Chriſt's by 004 
Spiri, and our entering in among the diſciples and fol- 
GWErs of Chriſte. . 

Q. Why are you bapti £d 1 in the name of the W 

A. in teſtimonv of n. y ch * z: and owning God the Father 
as my father, and the great Comriver dt the goſpel method 
of alve tion thico! gh Cl) ri 

Q. Why are vou bapti, 145 in the name of the Son? | 

A. In token of my ehuling Ws 1ccepting ot the Son of 
God us my great R cdeeme r and Saviour, in all his offices, 

4 roPic . 1 Tieft, and King. 
. Why is l efper jally {ted ont Saviour ? 

3 Becauſe of the eminent hand he had in the jalvation we 
lock for; he - preached It to us as our grent Prophet, he pro- 
rurech it for us às Cur High- prieſt, he beſtowed it on us as our 
wy and King. | 

2. Why are gau baptized in the name of the Holy Ghoſt? 

In teſtimony of my owning and accepting of the Holy 
Gl. it as my Sancti tier, and the great Applier of Chriſt's pur- 
ch: le t o tac, whole office is ta work ſavi ing faith and all grace 
m :he elec 

25 What engagements have you come under by your bap— 
um? 

A. To believe and obey the ho. . 'riaity, and to renounce 
e three great enemies thereof, viz. the devil, the world, 
and the flech; and to hve as a Chriltian indecd, and always 
Fe 5 the name by which 1 am called. 

), Bow is it that a Chriſtian orbapuſed perion onght to live? 
As ne thet is ſolemaly cc ems { w the faith and o- 
Oh Bo o! the holy Trinity: and particolarly as one chat 1 is 
walten i the blood of the Lamb, who will not ap on machen- 


ture to defile himſeif with fir, but will ſtudy to make Chrilt 


his pattern. | 
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The Tung Communicaiit"s 
Q. What is figaifed by the breaking of the bread and 
pouring out of the wine ? 

A. Al ChriiPs ſufferings, and particularly the breaking 
and wounding of his body on the crots, and the ſhedding of 
his blood, to take away our fins. 

Q. What is ſigpiftied by giving the broken bread and pour- 


td out wine to the communicants? 


A. God's actual making over and giving a crucified Chriſt, 
With all the beneſits of his purchaſe, to believing partakers. 

Q. What are the benefits here made over aud ſealed unto 
them? hy 

A. Remnviſion of fin, freedom from wrath, peace with God, 
peace of conſcience, adoption into God's tarnly, 1acreaſe of 
grace, and pcrieverance therein, ſanctiied mercies and croſ- 
©, ind a title to eternal lite, 

Where 's ſignihed by communicants taking the bread 
and cap in their hands? 

A. Their putting forth the hand of faich to receive a cru- 
ctlied Q1i1ft for their Saviour, in all his offices, and with all 
Mis benefits, as offered to them in the goſpel. 

Q. ſo what manner ought you to receive a crucified Chriſt 
at las table? f 

A. With much humility, ſelf-denial, thankfulneſs, and 
with ches and marticular application of his offices and tulnets 
to my ſout's heccllities. 

what s ton ified by communicants cating of the bread, 
and Grineing of the wine? 

A. They rear unn with Chriſt, the actual partaking of the 
benetiis of his death, the great ſatisfaction they have in him 
and the toiritnal ftrength and nouriſhment they get fro him. 

Q. Wu ought communicants to partake of the cup, as 
well as of the bread ? 

A. For the more fall confirmation of their faith, and be- 
canſe Chritt id to his diſciples, Drink ye all ot it.“ 

C. Why did Chriſt make choice of bread and wine as the 
rluls of his body and blood ? 

A. To hold forth their refreſhing and ſtrengthening virtue 
t believing COmmunicants ; for as bread ſtrengthens man's 
heart, f; wine makes it glad. 

Q. What were Chrilt's words when he inſtituted the ſacra- 
mem? | 

ite ſpoke ſomething, concerning the bread, ſomething 
corcerneg the cup, and ſomething concerning the whole ſa- 
cranient? | 

Q. What poke he concerning the bread ? 

A. He ſid, Take, cat, this ig my body which is broken 
fur you, tis do in remembrence of me. 

. Whu faid be concerning the wine? > 

«A, Vhis cap is the new te{tament in my blood, which is 
ſhed for many, tor the reauthon of far. Q. What 
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Q. What ſaid be concerning the whole ſacrament ? 

A. Ile kad, As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this 
cup, ye do-thew fort“ the Lord's death till he come. 

Q. Do we Partake of Chriit's body and bioud here in a 
catnal manner : 

A. No; but only in a ſpiritnal- v. 

Q. What is the meaning ot thele words, Take, eat, this 
1s my body broken tor you ? 

A. The plain meaning is, that the broken bread ſignifies 
and repreſents Chriſt's body as it was broken and bruiſed for 
his people. 

Q. Is not Chriſt really preſent in the facrament ? 

A. Yes, He is ſo; but yet he is not bodily, but {piritually 
preſent there. 

Q. How is it we partake ſpiritually of Chriſt's broken body? 

A. We do it when gur ſouls do ſharc of the benefits and 
fruits of his broken body, ſuch as pardon of in, increaſe of 
grace, acceſs do God, ip ritual diſcoveries, looſing of bands, 
an the hke. 

Q. How long did Chriſt wtend this ſacrament ſhould con- 
tinue? 

A. Uotil his ſgcond coming. 

Q. Why no longer! 3 2 
* A. Ecauſe in heaven there will be no need of ſacraments to 
repreſent Chrilt, he being always preſent there in « bodily way. 


Something more particularly cf the Nature and Finds of 
the Ho Supper. 


Queſt, \ HAT iarther account can you give of the na- 

VVV ture and defign of the ſacrament ? 

A. It doth <videmity partake of the nature of a ſeal, of a 
ſcalt, and allo of an oath. 

Q. What hath it of the nature of a ſeal ? 

A. It is juſtly called a ſeal of the coycnant of grace; be- 
cauſe like a! ſealed charter put into our hands, it doth make 
over, ſeal, and confirm to us a right and title to all the be- 
nefits and fruits ot Chriſt's purchaſe, lieh are therein pro- 
miſed to believers, 

„Q. What kind of a ſeal is this facrament ? 

A. It is a ſpirit l teal, and of great value, feeing it is a ſeal 
of Chriſt's own derifing and engraving, whoſe inſcription is, 
Chrilt loving us; and whote image is, Chriſt dying tor us. 

Q. What hath ths ſacrament in it of the nature of a feaſt? 

A. It is juffty called a feaſt, as it brings food, nouriſhment 
and delight to the fouls of worthy conununicants, the invit- 
ed gueits. . 

What ſort of a feaſt is it? 

A. I is a ſpiritual feaſt, a marriage fealt, a ſealt * the 
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| . What is ſignißeck by the breaking of the bread and 
n ring out of the wine ? | 
YU: itt A. Al Chrilt's ſufferings, and particularly the 1 
0 

I his blood, to take away our (ins. 


| = and wounding of his body on the croſs, and the ſhedding 
= | 
| 3s 'Q. What is ſignified by giving the broken bread and pour- 
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ed out wine to the communicants? 

N A. God's actual making over and giving a crucified Chriſt, 

with all the benefits of his purchaſe, to behivng partakers. 

of *. hat are the benefits here made over and ſealed unto 

them? % p 

bl ay A. Nemiſſion of fin, freedom from wrath, peace with God, 
peace of conſcience, adoption into God's family, increaſe of 

' grace, and perſeverance therein, ſanctified mercies and croſ- 

es, and a title to eternal life. | 

; Q. What is fignihed by communicants taking the bread 
* and cap in their hands? 
the A. Their putting forth the hand of faith to receive a cru- 
ciſied Cirift for their. Saviour, in all his offices, and with all 
tus benefits, as offered to them in the goſpel. 

Q. In what manner ought you to receive a crucified Chriſt 
at luis table? 

A. With much bumility, ſelf-denial, thankfulneſs, and 
with cloſs and particular application of his offices and fulneſs 
to my ſoul's necethries. | 
1 Q. What is ſigniſied by communicants eating of the bread, 
| and drinking of the wine? | 
A. Their near union with Chriſt, the actual partaking of the 
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med for many, for the remiſſion of ſia. 


benefits of his death, the great ſatis faction they have in him 
and the ſpiritual ſtrength and nouriſhment they get fro him. 
Q. Why ought communicants to partake of the cup, as 
well as of the bread ? 
A. For the more full confirmation of their faith, and be- 
canſe Chrilt 11d to his diſciples, * Drink ye all of it,” 
. Why did Chriſt make choice of bread and wine as the 


ſymbols of his body and blood? 


A. To hold forth their refreſhing and ſtrengthening virtue 
to believing communicants ; for as bread ſtrengthens man's 
heart, fo wine makes it glad. ! 

L Q. Whar were Chriſt's words when he inſtituted the ſacra- 
Meir ! - | 
A, He ſpoke N the bread, ſomethigg 
"concerning the cup, and fomething concerning the whole ſa» 
crament ? | x 
Q. What ſpoke he concerning the bread Y : | 
A. He ſaid, Take, eat, this is my body which is broken 
fcr you, this do in remembrance of me. | 
What faid be concerning the wine? e 
This cup is the new teſtament in my blood, which is 
& Whas 
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CATECHISIMR.. 19 
Q.: What ſaid he concerning the whole ſacrament? 
A. Ile ſaid, As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this 
cup, ye do ſhew fort': the Lord's death till he come. 
Q. Do we partake of Chriſt's body and blood here in a 
carnal manner: | 23 bd 
A. No; but only in a ſpiritual -vay, | 
Q. What is the meaning of theſe words, Take, eat, this 
is my body broken for vou? | | ' 
A. The plain meaning is, that the broken bread +. 
ew — Chriſt's body as it was broken and bruiſed for 
s people. ; 
Q. Is not Chriſt really preſent in the ſacrament ? | 
A. Yes, He is ſo; but yet he is not bodily, but ſpiritually 
preſent there. 
Q. How is it we partake ſpiritually of Chriſt's broken body? 
A. We do it when our ſouls do ſhare of the benefits and 
fruits of his broken body, ſuch as pardon of ſin, increaſe of 
grace, acceſs to God, ſpiritual diſcoveries, looſing of bands, 
and the hke. 
5 How long did Chriſt intend this facrament ſhould con- 
tinue ! 
A. Until his ſecond coming. 
Q. Why no longer: | 
* A. Becauſe in heaven there will be no need of ſacraments to 


repreſent Chriſt, he being always preſent there in a bodily way. 


Something more particularly of the Nature and Ends of 
| the Holy Supper. 


neſt, W HAT farther account can you give of the na- 
Qs ture and deſign of the ſacrament? *, 

A. It doth evidently —_— of the nature of a ſeal; of a 
ſcalt, and alſo of an oath. | 

Q. What hath it of the nature of a ſeal ? 


A. It is juſtly called a ſeal of the covenant of grace; be- 


cauſe like a*ſealed charter put into our hands, it doth make 


over, ſeal, and confirm to us a right and title to all che be- 
nefits and fruits of Chriſt's purchaſe, whieh are therein pro- 


miſed ro believers. 7 
+Q. What kind of a ſeal is this ſacrament? 


A. It is a e ical, and of great value, ſeeing it is a ſeal 
of Chriſt'#:0wn deviſing and engraving, whoſe inſcriꝑtion is, 
Chriſt loving us; 
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is ſacrament in it of the nature feaſt ? 
y called a feaſt, as it brings food, nouriſhmewe 


and delight to the fouls of worthy conununicants, the invit- 


ed gueits. | S's 
5 Q. What ſort of a feaſt is it? ; 
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: 
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ſacrifice of the Son of God; a fealt of Chriſt's making: of a 
ſtrange nature, in which Chnit is both the Maſter and Matter 
of the feaſt, the Provider and Proviſion, the Feeder and the 
Food; for his fleſh is meat indeed, and his blood is drink indeed. 

Q. In what reſpect 18 this ſacrament ct the nature of an oath ? 

A. In reſpect the word *.crament was uſed among the Ro- 
mans {from whenceit is borrowed) for a military oath, where- 
by they bound themſelves to be true and faithful foldiers to 
their general; ſo in this ordinance we in eflect 1wear allegi- 
ance to the King of heaven over the broken body and ſhed 
blood of the Son of God; and alfo bind ourſelves to be true 
and faithful foldiers to Chriſt our Captain-general in the ſpi- 
ritual wartare. : 

Q. What are the main ends you have in view, in com- 
ing to this ordinance ? 

A. To keep up the remembrance of Chriſt's death and ſat- 

ferings, to get communion with him, to renew my baptiſmal 
covenant, to get my faith {treagthened and confirmed, and all 
my graces quickened. 

Q. What are the !ufferings of Chriſt which you are to re- 
member at his table ? 

A. Theſe which arc recorded in his word. 

Q. What do you remember of them juſt now ? 

A. I remember the allaults and temptations he met with 
from the devil, the reproach and pertecutiongghe endured from 
wicked men, his icul's ſufferings and agones in the garden 
of Gethſemane, the cruel — . buttenng, crowning, 
ſpiding, and [courgings he endured in the high-prielt's pa- 
lace, and in Pilate's judgment-hall: and laitly, his bloody 
{uFerings and bitter dean on mount Calvary, when he was 
nailed to the croſs, forſaken by his friends, derided by his e- 
nemies, and deſected of God. 

Q. What was the cauſe of all theſe ſukerings ? 

A. Chrilt's own love, and our fins; for having in his aſto- 
niſhing free love, undertaken to ſatisfy divine jullice for us: 
he was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our 
iniquities. 

Q Are we not then under the ſtrongeſt obligations to keep 
up tus ſacramental remembrance of Chriſt? ̃ | 

A. Surely we are; for he is matchleſs in his love to us 
poor ſiatul worms, having remembered us in our low eltate, 
and done and ſuffered more for us than all the world could 
or wauld have done. And hkewile, he hath (trictly enjoined 
us, among his laſt words, to continue to celebrate this me- 
m -r:al of his daath. 

Q Why do we nec this memorial? Are we in any hazard 
of forgetting lus matchleſs love? | 

A. Yes; tor ſo worldly are our hearts, 40 unbeheving our 
minds, fo treacherous our memories, and fo wayering our af- 
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ſeckions, that we are apt to be enſnared by the world's allura - 


ments and to Jet Chriſt and his love ſlip out of our thoughts. 

95 not the freſh and frequent remembrance of a crucitied 
Chrilt in the ſacrament very uſeful and advantageous to us? 

A. Les. 

Q. In what reſpect is it uſeful? 

A. For weakening ard killing of fin, for melting a hard 
heart, for overcoming of Satan's temptations, for quickening 
and increaſing grave, and for giving comfort in all tribulation. 

Q. What kind of remembratice onght we to have of the 
ſufferings and death of Chriſt at his table? | 
A. It ſhould be an affectionate and believing, a mournful 
and ſin- loathing, and yet a joyful and thankful remembrance. 

Q. How can we both mourn and rejoice at the ſame time: 

A. We may upon different accounts: for as we ſhould 
mourn for our {ns that pierced Chriſt, and put him to death; 
ſo we ought to rejoice in his wonderful gocdneſs that unders 
took to be our ſurety and ſacrifice to fave from ſin and wrath 
and the more we are, helped to mourn, we have ltill the great- 
er ground to rejoice and be glad in him. 

. How ſo ? 

A. Becauſe a mourning heart for fin, is a good evidence of 

a perſon's intereſt in Chriſt and his purchaſe. 


Df Worthy and Unwerthy Partakers, 


Queſt, RE all partakers to be reckoned welcome gueſts 
QW A at this holy fealt? A. No. 
Q. Who then are ſuch ? ; 
A. Only believers and worthy partakers of it. 
Q. Who are theſe? 

A. They are ſuch, who by faith do cordially conſent to 
the covenant of grace; ſincerely aim to do honour to Chriſt 
at his table, by ſhewing forth his death, and ſtudy prepara- 
tion for it. 

Q Who are the unwelcome gueſts ? 

A. Theſe who never cloſed with the offers of the goſpel, 
and neglect preparation for this feaſt : and N theſe 
who continue in love and league with fin while they pretend 
kindneſs to Chriſt, and to renew covenant with him. 

Q. What is to be underſtood by the worthineſs of theſe 
who are called worthy panakers ? | : 

A. Not any worthinefs in a legal ſenſe, for we are all un- 
worthy before God of the leaſt mercy ; but only à goſpel- 
ſuitableneſs and meetneſs of the ſoul's ſtate and frame to at- 
tend his holy inſtitution. 


1 not even a believer be guilty of partaking unwor - 

ily: | | 
A. Yes, he may if he negle& ſelf-examinati6n, harbour any 
Q. What 


known ſin, or want grace in exerciſe, 
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ſacrifice of the Son of God; 2 fealt of Chriſt's making: of a 
ſtrange nature, in which Chriit is both tne Matter and Matter 
ot the feaſt, the Provider and Proviſion, the Feeder and the 
Food; for his fleth is meat indeed, and his b. Oodis drink indeed. 

Q. la what reſpect is this ſacrament ct the Nature of an oath ? 

A. In reſpec: the word *.crament was uſed among the Ko- 
mans {from whenceit is borrowed) fur a military oath, wheres 
by th 2 bound themſelves to be true and taithtual ſoldiers to 
their general 3 ; ſo in this ordinance we in eftect twear allegi- 

ance to the King: of heaven over the broken body and ſhed 
blood of the Son of God; and alſo bind ourſelves to be truc 
and faithful foldicrs to Chrilt our Captain-g.neral in the ſpi- 
ritual wartare. | 

Q. What ate the main ends you have in view, in com- 
ing do this or dinance: 4 

A. To keep up the remembrance of Chriſt's death and ſuf- 
ferings, to get communion with him, to repew my apt, inal 
corenants to get my taith {kreagthened and countime d, and all 
my 5 s qutckenc d. 

Q. WW; nat are the ?ufferings of Chriſt which you are to re- 
member at his table? 

255 Theis which arc recorded in his werd. 

Wi t £0 you remember of them juſt now? 

5 ren nember the alas and temptations he met with 
rom the devih the reproach and pertecutionsghe endured from 
Wich ed Men, bis icul's ſufteriags and agonles in the — 
of Gethſemars, the cruel me ockings, battering, crow nin 
ſpiding, anc 110 Curgiags he endured in the high- -prielt's pa- 
lace, and in Pilates judgment-hall: and laitly, his bloody 
N Acrings and bitter dean on mount Catyary, when | i& "Vas 
nailec to tg roſs, forſaken by his friends, derided by his e- 
nemie 3, and dig: cred Of ' God. 

. {Lt 1 was the Caute allt! heſe ſufferings? 

A. Ckriit's owa love, and our fins; for! aving in ius alto- 
niſhing free love, undertaken to fatist y divige juilice for us: 
he was wounded for our tranſgreſhons, and bruiſed for our 
iniquities. 

QQ., Are we ON then under the ſtrongeſt hlt (ations to keep 
up this ſacramental remembrance of Chriſt ? 

A. Surely 1 = are; for he is matchleſs in his love 10 us 
poor liatul WOrms, having remembered us in our low eltatcy 
ard done and {affercd more for us than all the world could 
or would have done. And likewiſe, he hath (trictly enjomed 
us, among Bis laſt words, to continue to celebrate this me- 
z rial of his Cath. 

D. hy do we geg this memorial? Are we in any hazard 
of fore tung his Viv archic is love ? 

A. Yes « fo r ſo worldiy are our hearts, Jo unbelieving our 
mints, ſo tr dacherous Our NACMOTICS, and ſo wayerin our af- 
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ſeckions, that we are apt to be enſnared by the world's allure- 
ments and to Jet Chriſt and his love ſlip out of our thoughts, 

Als not the freih and frequent remembrance ot a crucitied 
Chrilt in the ſacrament very uſeful and adyamageous to us ? 

A. Ycs. 

Q. In what refpet is it uſeful? 

A. For weakening ard killing of fin, for melting a hard 
heart, for overcoming of Satan's temptations, for quickening 
and increaling graze, and for giving comfort in all tribulation. 

Q. What kind of remenibratice onght we to have of the 
ſufferings and death of Chrilt at his table? 

A. It ſhould be an affectionate and believing, a mouruful 
and ſin-loathing, and yet a Jovtul and tharkfu] remembrance. 

Q. How can we both mourn and rejoice at the fame time: 

A. We may upon different accounts: for as we ſhould 
mourn for our ſins that pierced Chriſt, and put him to death 
ſo we ought to rejoice in his wonderful gucdneſs that unders 
took to be our ſurety and ſacrifice to fave from fin and wrath 
and the more we are helped to mourn, we have Itill the great- 
er ground to rejoice and be glad in him. 

Q. How ſo? 

A. Becauſe a mourning heart for fin, is a good evidence of 
2 perſon's intereſt in Chriſt and his purchale. 


Df Worthy and Umverihy Partakers, 


Queſt, RE all partakers to be reckoned welcome gueſts 
at this holy fealt? A. No. 
Q. Who then are ſuch ? a 
A. Only believers and worthy partakers ot it. 
Q. Who are theſe? 
A. They are ſuch, who by faith do cordially conſent to 
the covenant of grace; fincerely aim to do honour to Chriſt 
at his table, by ſhewing forth his death, and ſtudy prepara- 


tion for it. 
Q Who are the unwelcome gueſts ? 

A. Theſe who never cloſed with the offers of the goſpel, 
and neglect preparation for this feaſt : and particularly theſe 
who continue in love and league with fin while they pretend 
kindneſs to Chrilt, and to renew covenant with him. 

Q. What is to be underſtood by the worthineſs of theſe 
who are called worthy panakers ? 

A. Not any worthineſs in a legal ſenſe, for we are all un- 
worthy before God of the leaſt mercy ; but only a goſpel- 
ſuitableneſs and meetneſs of the ſoul's ſtate and frame to at- 
tend his holy inſtitution. 23 : 

Q. May not even a believer be guilty of partaking unwor- 
thily ! 


A. Yes, he may it he negle&@ ſelf· examination, harbour any 
known ſin, or want grace in exerciſe. Q. What 
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and thankful remembrance of his dy bor Crain love, loo 


: ith to him that we have pierced, for 
. long our ſouls in his wounds, mourning for fin that _ _ 


| im and ſolemnly reſolving in lus ſtrength chat we will 
A |, Pierce him no more. 
WIT Q. What is the og © of worthy pa rtaking ? - | 
"FOE A. — remiſhon of ſins thro? Chriſt's blood is alured, ; 
EE thepoweroffinis weakeged e ſtrength- 


oeened, 2 ſoul's diſeaſes are cured, the doubts of the rind 
be. are reſolved, and ſweet views of Chriſt and glory obtained. 
8 3 5 Ba ey is the ſin of unworthy communicating and wher re- N 
in dth it ly? 
— A. It is to partake without due 44 and right ends, 
| or to eat and drink without ſuitable knowled 2 reverence, 
without reconciliation to God and our nei ur, or without 
the exerciſe of the Ie ſuch as faith, love and 
repentance; or to approach e we entertain any | 
Q. What is the danger of unworthy. partaking? 
A. Hereby-the guilt of Chriſt's body and blood is 
ed and God highly provoked ; and So _ ms 
- down judgments Ly damnations __ im y perſon if it be b 
25 timeouſly prevented by 8 and free mercy. N 
A Q. Why is a men's unwo "ay. partaking Charged mainly 
-/ - npon his not diſcerning the Lord's body in the ſacrament? 4 
A. Becauſe the unworthy communicant doth not conſider | 
that the bread here is ſolemnly conſecrated to repreſent the 
Lord's body, but eats it as careleſly as if it were common 
bread; and becauſe he puſs not due reſpect and honour upon 
the body of our crucified Lord here ſet forth ; but — it as | 
if it were the body of a mete man or 33 perſon. | 
.Q. How ſhall we prevent this guilt and da ner | | 
A. By entering into God's e and ie ue pre- 7 
Tk for Ong we holy table tral = ; 
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HAT is che nęceſſity of making ſach | prepara- 


tion for attending this ordinance? 


X. Becauſe the approach we male to God in it is very near 8 

we and awful; and the Author of it is 8 holy, jealous, and heart, 
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Q. What is the duty of worthy partaking, and wherein 
doth It ly ? 

A. It is in ſhort to eat and drink at Chriſt's table, with a 
believing and thankful remembrance of his dying love, look- 
ing by faith to hin that we have pierced, for ſalvation, and 
lodging our ſouls in his wounds, mouraing for ſin that pierc- 
ed him and ſolemnly reſolving in his ſtrength that we will 
pierce him no more. 

Q. What is the advantage of worthy partaking? 

A. Hereby remiſſion of fins thro' Chriſt's blood is àlured, 
the powerof ſinis weakeaed, the graces ofthe Spirit are ſtrength- 
ened, the ſoul's diſeaſes are cared, the doubts of the mind 
are reſolved, and ſweet views of Chriſt and glory obtained. 

Q. What is the {in of unworthy communicating and where- 
in doth it ly? 

A. It is to partake without due preparation and right ends, 
or to eat and drink without ſuitahle knowledge and reverence, 
Vitnout reconciliation to God and our neighbour, or without 
the exerciſe of the ſactamental graces, ſuch as faith, love and 
repentance; or to approach while we entertain any known fo. 

Q. What is the danger of unworthy partaking ? 

A. Hereby the guilt of Chriſt's body and blood is contract- 
ed and God highly provoked ; and the guilty perſon draws 
down judgments ac i damrations upon himſelf, it it be not 
timeoally prevented by reventance and free mercy. 

Q. Why is a man's unworthy partaking charged mainly 
upon his not diſceruing the Lord's body in the ſacrament ? 

A. Becauſe the unworthy communicant doth not conſider 
that the bread here is ſolemaly conſecrated to repreſent the 
Lord's body, but cats it as careleſly as if it were common 
bread ; and becauſe he puts not due re{pect and honour upon 
the body of our cracihed Lord here ſet forth; bur treats it as 
if it were the body of a mere man or common perſon. 

Q. How ſhall we prevent this guilt and danger? 

A. By entering into God's covenant, and making due pre- 
2 for approaching to his holy table, both habitual and 
actual. 4 


Preparation for the Lord's Supper. 
Queſt. W HAT is the neceſſity of making ſuch prepara- 


tion for attending this ordinance ? 
A. Becauſe the approach we make to God in it i3 very near 
and awtul; and tne Author of it 1s a holy, jealous, and heart 
ſearching God, who will ſhortly call us to account : and be- 
cauſe we are aſſured there is great benefit by a worthy ap- 
proach, and as gr. danger by an unworthy. 
Q. Whit is our habitual preparation: 
A. Our being in a gracious ſtate, 
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Q. What is the actual preparation requiſite for approach- 
ing to the Lord's table? 


A. It mainly lies in theſe two; examination of ourſelves, 
and excitation of our graces. 


Q., What ſort of examination is necdful before our par- 
taking ? 

A. There is a publick church-cxamination neceſſary b 
church ofticers that the Lord's table be not abuſed by the ig- 
norant and profane; and there is a private ſelf- examination 
neceſſary by our on conſciences, that the Lord's Supper be 
not unworthily received through unbelief, impenitency, for- 
mality, earthlineſs, pride, malice, or any ſecret {in entertain» 
ed by us. 

Q. What things muſt we examine ourſelves about, before 
we approach ? ; 

A. Principally concerning theſe three: our right to the 
Lord's ſupper, our need of it, and our actual ſitneſs for it. 

Q. Why about theſe three ? 

A. Becauſe, if we have no right to it, we ſhall but uſurp 
it; if we feel no need of it, we thall but deſpiſe it; if we be 
unfit for it, we ſhall but abuſe it, and hurt ourlelves. 
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Examination of aur Right to the Lord's Table. 
Queſt, W HAT is this right to the Lord's table? 


A. It is twofold ; firſt, there is an outward and 
viſible right before the church. 2dly, There is an inward and 
invifible right before God. , 

Q Who are theſe that have the outward and viſible right 
to this ordinance ? 

A. Theſe who are baptiſed, and have a competent meaſure 
ef Chriſtian knowledge, profeſs their faith in Chriſt, and are 
blameleſs in their lives before men. a 

Q. Are all ſuch perſons worthy partakers ? | 

A. No; but they have ſuch an outward and viſible right 

before the church, that they cannot be excluded ; tor, of this 
outward right only the church 1s to judge. 

Q. What are theſe who have not this right? 

A. Neither the ignorant nor profane have it, and therefore 
4 they are to be excluded from the Lord's table. 

Q. Why are the 1gnorant to be excluded ? 

A.” Becauſe they are not capable to examine themſclves, 
nor to diſcern the Lord's body; and ſo behoved in this caſe 
to eat and drink unworthily. 

Q. Why are the profane to be excluded? 

A. Becauſe they who allow themſelves to live in fin, can 
have no communion with a holy God. Nay, they expoſe 
themſelves to his judgments; by coming with defiled hands *. 
to his holy table. 70 
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well as his e may be N to 08 ky and i mage 8 
of God. 1 


See ds Queens lian to this a which * 
may le affi ing to u5 in the duty of. private ſelf- e aminali- Ko 
on a we yew ne fidls to 70 holy Fong Tae 


FBS: WL of our weed of the 05 Supper, af of thy, 
unt we ſhould ſeek to he "ſupplied thereat. 


** 


n need haye you of the Lord's Supper? “ Xx 
A. 1 need it upon: n ; To.” | 
pat 70 75 crucified Jeſus in a lively manner ſo my re 

o renew my baptiſmal yow, and lay me under == 


3 to be the Lord's. 297 To 3 


ſently 9 — fans darkened. | 
be are thele things which-obſcure the . 


. eee 3 


E 
bal ſhould have a lively ſenſe of theſe needs, that 
1 full Saviour when at 1 
table. a 771 


ery are thoſe wants you ought to enquire into before OS)" 


„ A. I ought to examine theſe chiefly ; iſt, Whar ſins * "WY 
Pant moſt to be ſubdued. adly, What $ Ty want-moſt to 
ſtrengthened,. 2dly, What mercies 4 want to be be- TN 
wed. Athly, What faculties of my ſoul I — moſt to be 
fed. _ gthly, What offices of Chriſt 1 want molt to be INE 4 
executed in my ſoul. Sole 


1% How may you diſcover the {ing you want molt to be 


A. ; examining what are the ſins or corruptions Wick 
do molt prevail in me, if it be atheiſtical thoughts, unbelief, 
pride, paſhon, heart-hardnefs, earthlineſs, wanderingy forma- 88 
. key, back(l ieee. or any other ; and theſe I muſt keep in eye, 


S 


— 1 a to a full Saviour at his table for {trength to ba 
reftle again them, and overcome them. e 
. 77 How my ye diſcover the graces you want molt to be 


ſtren 

1 we. examining which X the graces are weakeſt and low- ; 

eſt in me, if it be faith, hope, love, meekneſs, . 

— other; apd theſe I mu dring to a full Chriſt at hi , 
oY cheriſhed, . and increaſed. 


2. How may you find out the mercies you need moſt to 
be beltowed ? 
A. By examining what are my preſent complaints, pinch- © EG 
es and difficulties; and what are the mercies which ch would Oe; 
be moſt ſuitable and relieving to me under them; if ſuch as 
+ - theſe, intimations of pardon, ſpirituality of affections, Nee | SY 
nei in duty, patience under croſſes, conduct in intricate - 
, ſtr I 8 and temptations, deliveraneea 
tom athe! laſphemous thoughts or the like: 4 
5 and ade chem from Chriſt 1 8 
ben at his e 
Q. How may on Fad, our the acuity of your foul you | £0 
0 ane rat 46:be. antified ? | * 
. 3 examining what is che power or faculty hat is 
beaſt cen and needs wolt te Spi 8 z influences to is: 1 
Pee Sur upon i, upon 8 3 "Up 
biodaeſs, mt it ak ſaving views of ſpiritual _ i 
chm; as . dn will, to cure its perverſeneſs, and mage 
u pia oc Win; or upon my 2 10 cure = n 
- tteagher — peak +. = er, cure io erelcks " * 
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24 n The N Communicaui' i 
. Q. Who are theſe that he ve the inward and inviſible right 


to this holy ordinance ? | 

A. Theſe who not only have knowledge, a profeſſion, and 
blameleſs walk; but are really within the covenant by a true 
faith in Jeſus Chriſt, even a faith that works bv love, and 

arifies the heart as well as the life; they are really in heart 
fore God, what they ſeem to be outwardly before men. 

Q. Who are the judges of this right ? 

A. Of this inward right the charch cannot judge ; but e- 
very man is to enquire, examine, and judge of it with reſpect 
to Eimſell. 

Q. By what evidences may a man know that he is really 
..in tlie new covenant, and thereupon judge that he hath 
an ward ad iuwviftble right to his ſeals before God? 

A. If he can ſoy, Thar he hath ſeen kimfelf periſhing while 
upon the old bottom of a covenant of works, and that he hath 
led Mom it to the new covenant, hcartily approving the 
while trame and contrivance of it; accepting of Chriſt the 
Mecuaor of tio al his offices, and giving up himſelf to be 
the Lord's, to live for him, and walk with him in nexnefs of 
lite; uud thut it is his carneſt deſire, that his inward man, as 
well as his outward, may be conformed to the laws and image 
of God. | 


Sce ſtoeral QueNticns ſubjoi ned to this Catechiſpn, which 


mny be aſliſling tous in the duty of private ſelf-examinati- 
on Concerning our right and titl: to this holy table. 


Examination of cur need of the Lord's Supper, aud of the 
wants we /hould ſcek to be ſupplied thereat. 


Queſt. HAT need have you of the Lord's Supper? 
W A. 1 need it upon many accounts, As, iſt, To 


bring a crucified Jcjus in a lively manner to my remembrance. 


2dly, To renew my baptiſnial vow, and lay me under ſtrong- 
er engagements to be che Lord's. zdly, To nouriſh and 
ſtrengthen my weak graces. gthly, To fortify me againſt 
Satan's temptations, aud all other diſcouragements. thly, To 


renew the ſenſe and aſſurance of my pardon, which is pres 


ſently obſcured and darkened. 
Q. What are tkcte things which obſcure the evidences of 
pardon? 


* 


A. Sins both of omiſfion and commiſſion, and eſpecially | 


hos againſt light. 
Q. Why thould you examine your wants before you ap- 
proach to the Lord's table ? | 
A. Becauſe there Chriſt is fet forth with all his fulneſs for 
the ſupply of my ſpiritual wants and neceſſnies ; and it is 
nec 
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neceſſary that I ſhould have a lively ſenſe of theſe needs, that 
I may know what to apply for to this full Saviour when at 
his table. | 

What are thoſe wants you ought to enquire into before 
partaking ? | 

A. I ought to examine theſe chiefly; 1ſt, What fins 1 
want moſt to be ſubdued. a2dly, What graces I want molt to 
be ſtrengthened, 2dly, What mercics I want molt to be be- 
ſtowed. 4thly, What faculties of my foul i want molt to be 
ſanctified. gthly, What oftices of Chriſt 1 want moſt to be 
executed in my ſoul. 

. How may you diſcover the fins you want molt to be 
inbducd. 

A. By examining what are the fins or corruptions which 
do molt prevail in me, if it be ath-iſtical thoughts, unhelief, 
3 paſſion, heart-hardneſs, earthlineſs, wanderingy forma- 
jty, backſliding, or any other; Hud theſe I mult keep in eve, 
that I may app! y to a full Saviour at his table for ſtrength to 
wreſtle again{t them, and overcome them. 

Q. How may ye diſcover the graces you want moſt to be 
ſtrengthened ? | 

A. By examining which of the graces are weakeſt and low- 
eſt in me, if it be faith, hope, love, meekneſs, hunulity, or 
any other; and theſe I mu't bring to a full Chritt at his table, 
to be cheriſhed, ſtrengthened, and increaſed. 

Q. How may you tind out the mercies you need moſt to 
be beitowed ? 

A. By examining what are my preſent complaints, pinch- 
es and difficulties ; and what are the mercies which would 
be molt ſuitable and relieving to me under them; if ſuch as 
theſe, intimations of pardon, ſpirituality of affections, liveli- 
nets in duty, patience under croſſes, conduct in intricate ca- 
tes, ſtrength againſt corruptions and temptations, deliverance 
from athottical or blaſphemous thoughts or the like: and 
theſe mercies I muſt remember, and aſk them from Chriſt 
when at his table. 


Q. How may you find out the faculty of your ſoul you 
want motit to be ſanctified? 


A. By examining what 1s the power or faculty that is 


„leaſt renewed, and needs moſt the Spirit's influences to be 


zured out upon it, if upon my underſtanding to cure its 
hndaeſs, and enlightea it with ſaving views of ſpiritual 


things; or if upon my will, to cure its perverſeneſs, and make 


it.phable to God's will; or upon my memory, to cure its 


= treachery and weakneſs, and to ſtrengthen it to retain God's 


words, or upon my conſcience, to cure its ſearedneſs, and ro 


make it tender and watchful; or upon my affections, to cure 
Heir coldncis to Chriſt and ſpiritual things, and to fix them 
upon right objects. 
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Q. How may you difcover the office of Chriit vou want 
moſt to be execute in you! 
1 By enquiring into the c#fe of my ſoul, an plagues of 
y heart, ſaying, Whether do need Chriſt mol g a3 Pro- 
pes to teac! me, and cure my ignorance? or as elt to 
cover me with his righteouſneſs and intert ed v 0 G A for 
me? Or as a King to ſubdue my 3 LO him „ and con- 
quer my indwelling corruptions; and being ſentibe of my 
Hol's need, I muſt go to my full Redeemer at his bie, and 


3 


bs Lord, come and Cxecute ſuch an Once m my 1391. 


Ex 7411 5 7 „ $a dl] ru b, > fr D oy 
Tat 107, C Cen 2774 Fhw 45 } 9 7 a + / SETTLE 
* —— o — * 


Qdeſt. V 7 HX muſt you enquire lon narrowly about your 
{ms before F artaking 


A Upon ſeveral accou; us Iz Lit, That there may be no Achim 
Jodged to hinder the preience of God with. me. 2dly * 
by diſcoreri ng them, I may be he Ined the better to look upon 
him 1 have pierced, anc mourn. {dl vs That I may be m. re 
capable to point out m Y wound and fore unto my Phyfictan 
lor cure. &<: M5 That [ may behold the evi ot then in the 
glais of Chriit's ſulering and be thereby mn oved to Ky E 
them, and turn from them 211 unto God, and walk with his: 


in newneſe of hfe. 
Q. How ovght you to ma: lage t 118 part of your prerarati- 


on work, {o as to accompliil a d pans reh of your fins 

9 4 ity l mult ſet time 404 t tor 1 ty and 1 Store | b. gen 1 its 
ee dune! Hy for the illumi nat wN ot the Sp urit of Gol te di- 
cover 10 unto me. 2dly, I muſt think upon the ins of my H _ 
and my life, my ſins of omill.on and co: nikon, and tit tel oth 
open * ſecret, of ignorance, and gainſt! liglu, and che un 5 
of my {tation and character in the world, adly, For iny help, 
I will read Our Larger Catechiſm upon the Len Cons 3 
ments, and the fins therein e. zumerated with their many ag- 
8 a) nl enqu re how tar 1 am charjeavle therewith. 
Athly, I will never give ov cr ſearching; and thinking until 1 ſee 
the inhſpenlible ned of the blood of the Lanib of God, 
which cleanſeth us from ail lin. 


Examination of our actual fitneſs for the Lord's Tab/e. 


Queſt. HA T is that fitneſs which every cc unmunicant 
bought ro have before he nortake : 
A. It is two-tuld, both habitual and actual; nd both mull 
be had by every one 


Q. What is this kabita al fitpeſs, or preparation which eve- 
ry partaker mult have ? 


A. He muſt be a believer, a man in a gracious ſtate, that 


hath the habits of grace lanted in his foul. 
Q What is that actual fitneſs yon mult have? A. It 
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| A. T: 18, when man is not only in a gracious ſtate: but 
WA precious frame: when grace is not only in the habit, but 
In 4 IVELY CXCTCHC, 

Q. What arc theſe graces which mult be examined, quick— 
encd, and brought to exerciſe before partaking ? 

A. Tiney are chiettv Eknowledse, faith, repentance, love, 
humkty, thankfulucls, ſpiituzl appetite, and relolutions for 


a * 1 4 * La. * * 
ISW QITUETCE. 


p * f * F . — " J 
Fxamination it K rowiedagpes 


. \ HA that knowledge vou muſt have to qua- 
ity vou ior worthy partabing? 


A. It is 1 gracious diſcovery and uptalung of God, and 


divine trutlis, as they are revealed in his word. 

Q. What are theic things particularly, which you muſt 
Gow in Order to partaking ariglit? 

A. Imuſt have a competent knowledge of theſe five things. 
1. Ot God in his eſſential perfections, and Trinity of perſons. 
2. Of man and his eſtate both before and ſince the fall. 3. Ot 
Jeſus Chriſt the Mediator, in his two-fold nature, and three- 
fold offce. 4. Of the new covenant or goſel method of 
iuſtiſication by the Surety's righteouſneſs apprehended by 
taith. 5. Ot the ſeals of the covenant, and particularly ot 
the holy ſupper, in its nature, ends, and uſes. 

Q. Is a literal knowledge of theſe things ſufficient for a 
communicant? 

A. No: it mult bc a true, ſanctiſied and ſaving knowledge. 

., How may we diſcover if our knowledge be ſanctificc 

and ſaving ? 

A. We may know it by its properties and effects: as, f. 
If it be experimental, and gives us a ſweet taile and reliſh of 
the truths we know. 2. If it be humbling, and make us Vito 
Paul, look upon ourſelves as the leait of faints, and the chick 
of ſinners. 2. If it leads us to Chriſt and his righteouines, 
as the only ground of our hope. Laſtly, Ir it be communica- 
tive, practical, obediential, fraitfnl, and puts us on to deſire 
a greater conformity to Jeſus our Head. 


. 
Frxamination of Faith. 
Quelt. W HAT is true ſaving faith? a 
A. It is a grace of the holy Spirit, wherchy a 
man knowing his ſia and miſery, and alerting to the truth of 
God's record concerning Chriſt, doth cordially receive anc 
reſt upon Chriil, and his righteouſneſs for pardon and ſalva- 
tion according to the 3 ; 0 
Q. What need is there for the exercile of faith at the Lord's 
table : You 
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Q. Hew may you diſcover the office of Chriſt you want 
moſt to be execute in you? 

A. By enquiring into the caſe of my ſoul, and plagues of 
my heart, ſaying, Whether do'T need Chriſt moſt as a Pro- 
phet to teach me, and cure my ignorance ? or as a Prieſt to 
cover me with his righteouſneſs and interc-ed with God for 
me? Or as a King to ſubdue my heart to himſelt, and con- 
go my indwelling corruptions; and being ſenſible of my 

oul's need, I muſt go to my full Redeemer at his table, and 
ſay, Lord, come and execute ſuch an office in my ſoul. 


Examination of our Sins neceſſary before Partaling. 


ueſt. W H Y muſt you enquire fo narrowly about your 
Q {ins before taking | l « 
A. Upon ſeveral accounts; iſt, That there may be no Achan 
| Jodged to hinder the preſence of God with me. 2dly, That 
by diſcovering them, I may be helped the better to look upon 
him I have pierced, and mourn. zdlyv, That I may be more 
capable to point out my wound and fore unto my Phyſician 
for cure, athly, That I may behold the evil of them in the 
glaſs of Chriſt's ſufferings, and be thereby moved to hate 
them, and turn from them all unto God, and walk with hun 
in newneſe of life. 
Q. How ought you to manage this part of your prerarati- 
on work, ſo as to accomplith a diligent tearch of your fins-? 
A. iſt, I mult ſet time apart for it, and before I begin it, 
pray earneſtly for the illumination of the Spirit of God to diſ- 
cover {in unto me. 2dly, I muſt think upon the fins of my heart 
and my life, my ſins of omiſſion and comiſſion, and tlieſe both 
open and ſecret, of ignorance, and againſt light, and the fins 
of « {tation and character in the world. zdly, For my help, 
I will read our Larger Catechiſm upon the Ten Command- 
ments, and the fins therein enumerated with their many ag- 
gravations, and enquire how far I am chargeable therewith. 
thly, I will never give over ſearching and thmking until Hee 
ie indiſpenſible ne:d of the blood of the CY of God, 
which cleanſeth us trom all ſin. | 


Examination of our actual fitneſs for the Lord's Table. ; 


Queſt. HAT is that fitneſs which every communicant 
ought to have before he partake ? ES” 
A. It is two-told, both habitual and actual; and both muſt 


be had by every one. ; 
Q. What is this habitual fitneſs, or preparation which eve- 


ry partaker muſt haye ? | : is 
A. He muſt be a believer, a man in a gracious ſtate, that? 
. hath the habits of grace planted in his ſoul. HEINE” 
Q What is chat aQuual fitneſs you muſt have? § 
J ho 2. : r | 7 | 2 N 2 
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CATECHISM. 


A. It is, when a man is not only in a gracious ſtate ; but 
in a gracious frame: when grace is not only in the habit, but 
in a hvely exerciſe, 


* What are theſe graces which muſt be examined, quick- 
ened, 


and brought to exerciſe before partaking ? 
A. They are chiefly knowledge, faith, repentance, love, 
humility, thankfulueſs, ſpiritual appetite, and reſolutions for 
new obedience. 


Examination of XK. nowledge, 


ueſt. M/ HAT is that knowledge vou muſt have to qua- 
W W lify you for worthy partaking ? 7 
A. It is a gracious diſcovery and uptaking of God, and 
divine truths, as they are revealed in his word. 
Q What are thele things particularly, which you muſk 
know 1n order to partaking aright ? 
A. I muſt have a competent knowledge of theſe five things. 
1. Ot God in his eſſential perfections, and Trinity of perſons. 
2. Of man and his eſtate both before and ſince the fall. 3. Of 
eſus Chriſt the Mediator, in his two-fold nature, and three- 
Id office. 4. Of the new covenant or goſpel method of 


. Jaſtification by the Surety's righteouſneſs apprehended by 


faith. 5. Of the ſeals of the covenant, and particularly of 
the holy ſupper, in its nature, ends, and uſes. 
Q. Is a literal] knowledge of theſe things ſufficient for a 
communicant ? 
A. No: it muſt be a true, ſanctiſied and ſaving 1 b 
„How may we diſcover if our knowledge be ſanctified 
and ſaving ? TE 
A. We may know it by its properties and effects: as, 1. 
If it be experimental, and gives us a ſweet taſte and reliſh of 
the truths we know. 2. if it be humbling, and make us like 
Paul, look upon ourſelves as the leaſt of ſaints, and the chief 
of ſinners. 3. If it leads us to Chriſt and his righteouineſs, 
as the only ground of our hope. Laſtly, It it be communica- 
tive, practical, obediential; fruitſul, and puts us on to dehre 


2 gregtet conformity to Jeſus our Head. 


wh Examination of Faith. 


Queſt WHAT is true ſaving faith? WS 


Wy A. It is a grace of the holy Spirit, whereby a 
man knowing his ſin and miſery, and aſſenting to the truth of 


God's record concerning Chriſt, doth cordi receive and 

reſt upon Chriſt, and his righteouſneſs. for pardon and-ſalva- 
tion according to the gaſped) | | , 
x4 rn need is there for the exe 


offer. 


reiſe of faith a tlie 
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The Young Communicant' 


A. It is needful : 1. For diſcerning the Lord's body, and 
the ſpiritual myſteries here repreſented : ſceing faith is the 
N P iritual eye whereby the ſoul ſees Chriſt, and things inviſible. 

2. For applying Chriſt and his benefits here fer Both to our 

+ tons, ſecing faith is the ſpiritual hand tor taking hold of a cru- 
cited ſeſus, and the mouth and ſtomach that feeds upon him. 
Q. How may we know if our faith be true and ſaying? 

A. True faith hath theſe effects. 1. It ſoftens the . 

and makes it bleed for the fin that pierced Chriſt. 2. It makes 
the ſoul approve and admire the goſpel contrivance of ſalva- 
tion through the righteovſneſs of Chriſt. 3. It works by love, 
and carries out the ſoul to love Chriſt above all things, and 

to do all the duties from a principle of love. 4. It makes a 

man lircerely obedient and fruitful in good works. 5. It 

looſes the heart from the world and all earthiy felicities, and 
carries it to things above. 


Exmination of Repentance. 


Q1:eft, vw HAT is that true repentance which worthy 
partakers muſt have? ; 
A. It is a grace of the holy Spirit, whereby we are convin- 
ced of the evil of fin, frocercly mourn for it, and turn from 
it unto God, through Jeius Chriit, reſolving to ſerve him in 
nevneſs of lite, 
Q. What parts are there in true repentance ? 
A. Chiefly thiee, conviction, contrition, and converſion. 
Q. What is conviction ? 
A. It is a right ſight and ſenſe of the evil and ſiafalneſs of fin. 
Q. Whit is coutrition ! 

A. It is a free godly forrow and grief of heart for ſin, 
elnciy becauſe God is offended, and Chriſt pierced thereby, 
Q. What is ccrrvertion ? | 

A. It is the ſoui's turning from all fin to God in Chriſt for 
mercy and pardon, and to all the ways of holineſs and new 
obedience. 

Q. What need is there for the exerciſe of repentance and 
godly forrow at the Lord's table? 

. Fecauſe here we are to renew covenant with God, and 
certainly penitent mourning for former breaches and backſlid- 
ing is very ſuitable upon that occaſion. Again we are here to 
behold Chriſt bruiſed for our ſin, and to receive him into our 
hearts: and nothing ſuits a broken Chriſt ſo well as a broken 
heart: nay, this is what he prefers to all ſacrifices. 

Q. How may we know if our repentance be of the right ſort ? 
A. We muſt judge it right, if, . We do lay the ax to the 
root of fin, the corruption of the heart and nature, and long 
to be delivered from it. 2. If we do hate all ſin, and reſolve 
to harbour no known evil, either in heart or life. 3. If we have 
recourſe 
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recourie to Chriſt's blood and Spirit, for freedom from the filth- 


as well as the guilt of tin, and breathe after univerſal holineſs. 


Examination of Love, 
(Queſt. WV is the cxercuic of love ſo neceſſary at the 
Lord's table? 

A. Becauſe it is a love-teaſt, and an ordinance wherein we 
have the higheſt repretentation of divine love to ſinners ever 
was given, which necefluiily requires the exerciſe of love in us. 

Q, Waat do you underiiand by the love wiich is required 
0: COMMUnNicants, and What are the objects upon which it mull 
be placed: s 

A. It is a ſaving grace, or ſpiritual affection wrought in 
believers by the holy Spir:t, which terminates upon various 
objects, namety, upon God, upon Jclus Chriſt, upon the bre- 
thren, and every thing iat bears his image, and in ſome 
ſenſe upon all munkind, even dur very enemies. 

A Why do you make God and. Jeſus Chriſt different ob- 
jects of love? 

A. I love Jeſus Chriſt as he is Cod, and the fame God with 
the other p<rfons of tlie gloricus Trimry ; bur ſeeing the ſe- 
cond perſon is for us become God-man our Saviour, and the 
great ſacniizce to juſtice for our ſins: in this reſpect I view 
him' as a fpecial object of my love. | 

Q. By what marks may you cxamine if your love to God 
be true: ; 

A. By ſuch as theſe: my care to pleaſe him, my fear to of- 
fend him, my deſire after his preſence, my regard to his laws, 
and concern for his glory. 

Q. by what marks may you examine your love to Jeſus Chriſt? 


A. By the ſame before-memioned, to which I may add, 


true love to Chrift far exczeds all our love to relations, and 
deareit worldly enjoyments :; it terminates upon him in all 
his offices, as à prince upon his. throne, as well as a prieſt 
upon the croſs: in his [it 25 a pattern, as well as in his 
death, as à ſacrifice: and embraces hum as altogether lovely: 
Alſo, it prompts the ſoul to have many thoughts of him and 
even to look and long for his ſecond Fe „ 

Q. How may we know 1t we love him above all things in 
the world ? 

A. By theſe marks; if we value his Svour more than that 
of any creature: if the lots of his countenance affeCts us more 
than any worldly loſs : if we rather diſpleaſe all the world 
than offend him: and if it be our greateit grief that we cannot 
love him more. © 5 

Q. By what marks are you to examine if your love to the 
brethren be true? 

A. By ſuch as theſe: if 1 love them, not for outward or 
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EX. It is needful : 1. For diſcerning the Lord's body, and 

eue ſpiritual myſteries here repreſented : ſceing faith is the 

piritual eye whereby the ſoul ſees Chriſt, and things inviſible. 

"1. . For applying Chriſt and his benefits here fer forth to our 

* tonls, ſecing faith is the ſpiritual hand for taking hold of a cru- 

' cited Jcſus, and the mouth and ſtomach that feeds upon him. 

Q. How may we know if our faith be true and fa ing 2 

A. True faith hath theſe effects. f. It ſoftens the heart, 

and makes it bleed for the fin that picrced Chriſt. 2. It makes 

the ſou] approve and admire the goſpel contrivance of ſalva- 

| tion through the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 3. It works by love, 

* and carries out the ſoul to love Chriſt above all things, and 

| to do all the duties from a principle of love. 4. It makes a 

man ſircerely obedient and fruitful in good works. 5. It 

looſes the heart from the world and all earthly felicities, and 
carries it to things above. 


Ex:mination of Repentance. 
Queſt. W HAT is that true repentance which worthy 
P 


artakers muſt have? ; 
A. It is a grace of the holy Spirit, whereby we are convin- 
ced of the evil of fin, fincercly mourn for it, and turn from 
it unto God, through Jeius Chriſt, reſolving to ferve him in 
neu neſs of lite. 
Q. What parts are there in true repentance ? 
8 A. Chiefly three, conviction, contrition, and converſion. 
| Q. What is conviction ? . 
A. It is a right ſight and ſenſe of the evil and ſiafulneſs of fin. 
Q. What is coutrition ? 
A. It is a free godly forrow and grief of heart for ſin, 
glneiiy becauſe God is offended, and Chriſt pierced thereby, 
| Q. What is corverlion ? Y 
A. It is the ſoul's turning from all ſin to God in Chriſt for 
mercy and pardon, and to all the ways of holineſs and new 
obedience. | | 
0 Q. What need is there for the exerciſe of repentance and 
| godly ſorrow at the Lord's table? 283 
A. Fecauſe here we are to renew covenant with and 
certainly penitent mourning for former breaches and backſlid- 
ing is very ſuitable upon that occahon. Again we are here to 
behold Chriſt bruiſed for our ſin, and to receive him into our 
hearts: and nothing ſuits a broken Chriſt ſo well as a broken 
6 heart: nay, this is what he prefers to all ſacrifices. . 8 
Q. How may we know if our repentance be of the right ſort ? - 
A. We muſt judge it right, if, . We do lay the ax to the 
root of fin, the corruption of the heart and nature, and lo 
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recourſe to Chriſt's blood and Spirit, for freedom from the filth-.. 
as well as the guilt of fin, and breathe after univerſal hohnefs. ' 


Examination of Love. 


Queſt. War is the exerciſe of love fo neceſſary at the 


Lord's table? 


A. Becauſe it is a love-teaſt, and an ordinance wherein we 


have the higheſt repreſentation of divine love to ſinners ever 
was given, which necellurily requires the exerciſe of love in us. 

Q, Mhat do you underſtand by the love wich is required 
O communicants, and what are the objects upon which it mull. 

placed ? | nga 

A. It is a faving grace, or ſpiritual affection wrought in 
believers by the holy Spirit, which terminates upon various 
objects, namely, upon God, upon Jeſus Chriſt, upon the bre- 
thren, and every thing mat bears his image, and in ſome 
ſenſe upon all mankind, even our very enemies. WON 

Q. Why do you make God and Jeſus Chriſt diftrent ob- 
jects of love? 

A. I love Jeſus Chriſt as he is God, and the fame God with 
the other p<rfons of the gloricus Trinity; but ſeeing tlie ſe- 
cond perſon is for us become God-man our Saviour, and the 


* ſacribce to juſtice for our fins: in this reſpect J mew: 
x „ 


im' as a ſpecial object of my love. 
Q. By what marks may you cxamine if your love to God 
be true? 
A. By ſuch as theſe: my care to pleaſe him, my fear to of- 
fend him, my deſire after his preſence, my regard to his laws, 
and concern for his glory. 


Q. By what marks may you examine your love to Jeſus Chriſt?” 
A. By the ſame before-m2mioned, to which I may add, 
true love to Chriſt far exceeds all our love to relations, and 


deareſt worldly enjoyments : it terminates upon him in all 
his offices, as à prince upon his throne, as well as a prieſt 


upon the crofs : in his life as a pattern, as well as in his 


death, as a ſacrifice : and embraces him as altogether lovely: 
Alſo, it prompts the ſoul to have many thoughts of him and 
even to look and long for his ſecond 2 VN 

Q. How may we know if we love him above all things in 
the world ? | 

A. By theſe marks; if we value his favour more than that 
of any creature: if the lots of his countenance affects us more 
than any worldly loſs : if we rather diſpleaſe all the world 


than offend him: and if it be our greateſt grief that we cannot 


love him more. We! 
Q. By what marks are you to examine if your love to the 

brethren be true? | 
A. By ſuch as theſe; if 1 love them, not for outward or 
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temporal things, but upon ſpiritual accounts, becauſe my 
are God's chilen, and bear his image ; it my love be to all 
ſaints, poor and rich, hated and honoured, ftrangers and 
friends; if I ſympathize with them both in their joy and ſor- 
rows, and prefer their — to all others. 
Q. How doth your love to God's people differ from your 
love to the reſt of mankind, and theſe who are your enemies? 
A. I love the reſt of mankind, and even my enenies, with 
a love of benevolence and beneficence, being inclined to with 
them well, pray for them, to do them good, and even return 
them good for evil; but I love the people of God with a 
love & delight and complacency, and eſteem them as ge 
excellent ones of the carth, the friends of God, and the plt- 


lars uf the land. 


Examination of Humility. 


ueſt. HY is the grace of humility ſo needful in your 
W W approach to the Lord's table? * 4 

A. Becauſe I am a moſt unworthy creature, and he is a 

eat and holy God with whom I have to do, and he hath a 
Hecial reſpect unto the lowly : beſides, this grace is neceſ- 
2 to make me reſemble my Saviour, whaſe love I comme- 
morate ; for as he was meck and lowly in his diſpoſition, fo 
he humbled himſelf —_ tor my good. 

Q. How may you know if your humility be of the right ſtamp ? 

A. By ſuch marks as theſe: t. It 1 have low and mean 
thoughts of myſelf under a ſenſe of unworthineſs, and be 
re: dy to Tay with the prodigal, I am no more worthy to be 
called thy ſan ; And with the Canaanitiſh woman, Truth, 
Lord, I am a dog. 2. If I be more apt to ſuſpe& myſelf than 
cenſure my neighbour, Ike the eleven diſciples at the ſupper. 
3. If I be grieved for the motions of pride and ſelf-conceit 
within me. 4, If 1 renounce all my confidence in my duties, 


and betake myſelf entirely to Chriſt for righteouſneſs and ac- 
ceptance with God. | 


Examination of Thankfulneſs. 
Queſt. WW HY is chankfulneſs ſo neceſſary to worthy par- 


raking ? 

A. Becauſe it is the chief deſign of the ordinance, to keep 
up a thaktul remembrance of redeeming love, and to give 
thanks'to God for the unſpeakable gift of a cruciſied Chriſt x 
and hence it is called the Euchariſt, or thankſgiving. | 

_ (2, How may you diſcern if your thankfulneſs be of the 
right ſort ? | . 

A. By theſe marks. 1. If I count myſelf unworthy of the 

leaſt mercy, and admire God's undeſerved goodneſs. 15 N 
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look upon Jeſus Chriſt as the mercy of mercies, and the chan- 
nel of all other mercies. 3. If I ſincerely love my benefactor, 
and ſtudy to pleaſe him. 4. If 1 be oft mediating how to 
expreſs my thankfulneſs to him, faying with the Pſalmiſt, 
„What {hall I render to the Lord for aff his gifts and bene- 
*« fits towards me.” 


} Q But what can you, or ſhould you render for a crucified 
eſus ! AS 

A. Though all I have be nothing in compariſon of the be- 
nefits received, yet I ſhould be willing to render it to the Lord; 
ſuch as, 1. My endeared affections, 2, My triumphant praiſ- 
es. 3. My unteigned repentance and retormation, 4 M 
faithful performance of vows. 5. My zealous acting for his 


glory. 6. My chearful reſolution to ſuffer tor Chriſt, who ſo 
willingly ſuffered for me, 


Examination of ſpiritual Appetite. 


ueſt. \ \ 7 HY 1s a ſpiritual ap etite ſo requiſite at this time? 
W A. Becauſe a fealt is not rellſhed but by theſe 
who have an appec te for it; and it is the hungry and thirſty 
that God hath promuted to ſatisfy with good things. 


How may you know if your appetite, or ſpiritual deſires 
be & the right ſort? 


A. By theſe marks, 1. If I be glad of the news of Chriſt's 
feaſt, and an invitation to it, 2, It I count the coſt and be 
willing to be at all * to obtain ſoul food; ſuch as, to pray, 
to ſearch, to humble myſelf, and part with my deareſt fins, 
85 If I be ſatisfied with no food for my foul, but a crucified 


ri, 4. If I find this food very {ſweet and pleaſant to my 
ſoul's taſte, 


* * 1. — . 
Examination of Reſolution for new Obedience. 


Queſt, Vy HY is a believer's obedience called new obedience? 
| A. 1. Becauſe it proceeds from new principles, 
faith and love. 2. It is performed in a new manner, to wit, 
by faith leaning upon Chriſt's ſtrength for enabling him to do 
it, and upon Chriſt's righteouſneſs for his acceptance with God. 
3. It is done for new ends, not to advance his own ſecular in- 
tereſt, but to pleaſe God, and promote his glory. 2 


How may you know if your reſolutions for new obedi C 


ence be of the right ſtamp? les MAY 
A. By theſe marks, 1. If I count the coſt, and be delibe- 
rate in making them. 2. It they be abſolute, without a re- 


ſerve for a beloved ſin, . 3. If I make them in a deep ſenſ of ©. 11 


my own inſufficiency to keep them, and in an humble depend- | 
Ance upon Chriſt my Surety tor renath.. © - = 
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temporal things, but upon ſpiritual accounts, becauſe they 
are God's children, and bear his image; it my love be to all 
ſaints, poor and rich, hated and honoured, ftrangers and 
friends; if I ſympathize with them both in their joy and ſor- 
rows, and preter their company to all others. 

Q. How doth your love to God's people differ from your 
tore to the reſt of mankind, and theſe who are your enemies! 

A. 1Jove the reſt of mankind, and even my enennes, with 
a love of benevolence and beneficence, being mclined to with 
them well, pray for them, to do them good, and even return 
them good for evil; but I love the people of God with a 
love of delight and complacency, and eſteem them as oY 
excellent ones of the carth, the friends ot God, and the pfl- 


lars uf the land. 
Examination of Humility. 


Quelt. \ HY 1s the grace of humility ſo needful in your 
Bay approach to the Lord's table? 

A. Becauſe I am a moſt unworthy creature, and he is a 

reat and holy God with whom 1 have to do, and he hath a 

8 reſpect unto the lowly : beſides, this grace is neceſ- 
tary to make me referable my Saviour, whoſe 1 I comme - 
morate.; for as he was meek and lowly in his diſpoſition, fo 
he humbled hintdelf N for my good. 

O. How may you know if your humilitybe of the right ſtamp? 

A. By ſuch marks as theſe: f. It I have low and mean 
thoughts of myſelf under a ſenſe of unworthinefs, and be 
re; dy to ſav with the prodigal, 1 am no more worthy to be 
called thy ſan ; And with the Canaanitiſh woman, Truth, 
Lore, Jam a dog. 2. If I be more apt to ſuſpect myſelf than 
cenſure my neighbour, Ike the eleven diſciples at the ſupper. 
2. If I be grieved for the motions of pride and ſelf-conceit 
Within me. 4. If 1 renounce all my confidence in my duties, 
and betake myſelf entirely to Chriſt for righteouſneſs and ac- 
ceptance with God. 


Examination of Thankfulneſs, 
Queſt, WIV is thaoktulneſs ſo neceſſary to worthy par- 


tab ing? 

A. Becauſe n 2 * chief deſign of the ordinance, to keep 
up a thanktul remembrance of redeeming love, and to give 
thanks to Goch tor the unſpeakable gift ot a cruciſied Chriſt: 
and hende it is called the Euchariſt, or thankſgiving. 

. Fow may you diſcern if your thankfulneſs ; of the 
rigbt fort ? 

A. theſe marks. 1. If I count myſelf unworthy of the 
leaſt mercy, and admire God's undeſerved goodneſs. 5 1 
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look upon Jeſus Chriſt as the mercy of mercies, and the chan- 
nel of all other mercies. 3. It I ſincerely love my. benefactor, 
and ſtudy to pleaſe him. 4. If 1 be oft mediating how to 
expreſs my thankfulneſs to him, ſaving with the Pfalmiſt, 
« What {hall I render to the Lord for all his gifts and bene- 
% fits towards me.“ 


2 But what can you, or ſhould you render for a crucified 
eſus? | 

a A. Though all I have be nothing in compariſon of the be- 
neſits received, yet I ſhould be willing to render it to the Lord; 
ſuch as, 1. My endeared affections, 2. My triumphant prait- 
es. 3. My unteigned repentance and retormation. 4 My 
taithful performance of vows. 5. My zealous acting for his 
glory. 6. My cheartul reſolution to ſuffer tor Chriſt, who fa 
willingly ſuflered for me. 


Examination of ſpiritual Appetite. 


Queſt. W HY is a ſpiritual appetite ſo requiſite at this time? 
A. Becauſe a feaſt is not reliſhed but by theſe 
who have an appec.:e for it; and it is the hungry and thirſty 
that God hath promiſed to ſatisty with good things, 
Q. How may you know it your appetite, or ſpiritual defires | 
be of the right ſort? | 
A. By theſe marks, 1. It I be glad of the news of Chriſt's 
feaſt, and an invitation to it, 2. It I count the coft and be | 
willing to be at all pains to obtain foul food; ſuch as, to pray, 
to ſearch, to humble myſelf, and part with my deareſt fins, 
If I be ſatisfied with no food tor my foul, but a crucitied 
Grit, 4. If I find this food very tweet and pleaſant to my 
ſoul's taſte, 


Examination of Reſolution for new Obedience, 


Queſt, W HY 1s a believer's obedience called new obedience? 3 
| A. 1. Becauſe it proceeds from new principles, | 


faith and love. 2. It is performed in a new manner, to wit, 


by faith leaning upon Chriſt's ſtrength tor enabling him to do s | 
it, and upon Chriſt's righteouinels for his acceptance with God, 8 
3. It is done for new ends, not to advance his own ſecular in- of | 
tereſt, but to pleaſe God, and promote his glory. W ; 
Q How may you know if your reſolutions for new obedi= * | 
ence be of the right ſtamp ? | ; 
A. By theſe marks, 1. If I count the coſt, and be delibe- oF} | 
rate in making them. 2. It they be abſolute, without an re- 8 | 
ſerve for a beloved fin, 3. If I make them in a deep ſenſe of 9 
my own inſufficiency to keep them, and iu an humble depend- 11 
ance upon Chriſt my Surety for ſtrength. N 8 38 | 
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Concerning the excitation e f Grace. 


Queſt, OW fhal! you get all theſe graces befor: mer:ti- 
H oned, e excited and brou ghit to hvely exerciſc, be- 
fore vou come to the table ? 

A. I mult uſe all the means which God hath appointed for 
this, end; ſuch as, reading and hearing the word, Chriſtian 
conferenc e, retired meditation, fervent prayer, and frequent 
caculationt to God for the aw akening 1 influences of his holy 
Spirit; and cry with the ſpouſe, Aw axe, O north wind, and 
e come thov touth, biow, upon my garden, that the 1pices 

thereof may flow out. 

Q. What oaght you to do, when ſpiritual deadncſs dot! 
cor unde after uf ng all the aforeſaid means? 

A. 1 mutt go a little further in humiliation and prayer, and 
meditate more clotely u bon the; ſuflerings of C hi, and alio 

t faith upon him, as my head of influe NCCs for lite and quick- 
er ning anto my dead Kract's, d retoive itt] to dep end on 
him tur necdful ſupphes of lite, according to his proſe. 

* How ought you to pray at this tim to as to prevail? 

1 mu ut pray with Humiſitv, faith, tervency, and imp.ur- 

nity, as kn: wing how much is at ftake both with reſp- + to 

the gl ory of God, and rhe 1; aer ot my ſoul; [ muſt plead 

the po wer, the It * an dt e Prom lle of God, and the me- 
rite 1 Jeſus C Chriit Mis he BY Cw Son. 


Q. For what tings ought yoa mainly to pray before this 
{olemn ApP roach ? 
2 For theſe thing: For the preparation of the! heart 


1 


22 for GE Ng grace, and a ſpiritual irame of ſoul. 
'P For life and livelineſs to all che ſacramental graces, and for 
the : a hitanc e of the Sp tit ot God : in ab che parts of the Work. 

For the cure of ai my ſoul diſte:npers, and he pardon of 
if dete gs, 4. For much nearneſ: and communion with God 
4t his table. 5. For the Lord's S gra ious Preſe me, both with 
muntiters and 7 eople, through tho whole 1 {ole Moy. 


11: nd 14 . Pe ho e partaking ? ? 

A. Beſides the work of fclf -CXar, ination and excitation of 
grace, I reſolve to ſpend much of that precious time in direct 
gorenaming with God on, my knees, taking 3 and accepting of 

him for my 7 God din Chriſt, and of Chriſt the Mediator in all 
his of ices, and in giving up myſelt foul and budy to be the 
Lord's o be dis Oe of by him in time and to eternity. Alſo 
Iwill make it a b. articular piece of my Preparation, to conſi- 
der before hand, how 1 wilt act whe: 1 0 WO the Lord's table; 
how my faith and love ſhall then be employed; what t objets 
Iwill think of, and what fin S 1 mall mourn over; that fo 1 
may tot ſpend my {hurt tiaie there in confuſion. ä 
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CATECH II 11 


Concerning our Fnployment when at the Lord's Table. 
Queſt, WW HAT is that ſuitable communion-frame and diſ- 
poſition, with winch you ſhould deſite to go to 
the Lord's holy table ? 

A. 1 would deſire to go to it with a humble, believing, and 
affectionate frame of toul, having in it a mixture ot holy 
mourning and rejoicing, which I look upon as a noble com- 
munion-trame; I mean, mourning for my fins that were the 
cauſe of Cnriſt's ſafferings, and rejoicing in Chriſt Jeſus that 
came to ſatisfy juſtice for me. 

Q. How are you to he employed when ſiting at the table, 
and when b:holding and making uſe of the elements there? 

A, t. I muft take a view of the ſufferings of Chriſt both 
in ſoul and body for me, and particularly, I muſt remember 
the anguiſh of his ſoal, when he lay under the preflure of 
God's wrata for my {ins, 2. I mult take a view both of the 
mercy and juſtice of God, and of Chriſt's love diſplayed in 
thele ſufferings. 3. I mult exert faith in embracing a cructft- 
ed Jeſus, — my tath is to be attended with the exerciſe of 
all the ſacramental graces, repentance, love, thankfulneſs, xc. 
4- I am to be ſuitably affected with the amazing lights {et be- 

ore me. 5. I am to make vows and prayers after partaking, 
and before I riſe from the table, 

See the .ſhort account of the duty of worthy partakers 
given before, Page 21. 

Q. Seeing faith is the principal grace in communicating, 
how is it * exerciſed and employed at this time? 

A. Faith being the ſoul's eye to diſcern Chriſt, the ſoul's 
hand to receive him, and the ſoul's mouth to feed upon him; 
it is to be employed at this time in the moſt active manner? 
in looking to Chriſt lifted upon the cro:s for healing our ſoul- 
maladies, in embracing Chriſt as our great Surety and ranſo- 
mer, flying into his wounds for ſhelter, in applying his blood 
for cleanling, and pleading his blood with God tur all we want, 

„What are the amazing fights ſet before you at the 
Lord's table, which ought fo much to affect vou? 

A. They are, 1. The unſpeakable evil of fin, and Gad's 
infinite difpleaſure againſt it, 2. The inexorableneſs of divine 
juſtice in demanding ſatisfaction for fin, 3. The infinite great- 
neſs of the love of God to loſt finners, in providing a ſurety 
and ſacriſice for them, and of Chriſt in becoming * 4. 
The great worth and preciouſneſs of immortal ſouls and the 
coſtlineſs of pardon, and of eternal glory. 5. Chriſt dying, 
and yet in the mean time, conquering principalities and pow- 
ers, and triumphing over them upon the crols ? 

Q. What omg you to vow when at the Lord's table? 

A. That ia the ſtrength of Chriſt my ſurety, I will abſtain 
from all known fin, and make conſcience of every known 
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2 The Young Commuiicarts 


Concerning the excitation of Grace. 


Queſt. OW ſhall you get all theſe graces before men: i- 
H oned, excited and brought to lively exerciſe, be- 
fore you come to the table? 

A. I mult uſe all the means which God hath appointed for 
this end; ſuch as, reading and hearing the word, Chriſtian 
conference, retired meditation, fervent prayer, and trequent 
cjaculations to God for rhe awakening influences of his holy 
Spirit; and cry with the ſpouſe, ** Awake, O north wind, and 
come thou touth, blow upon my garden, that the ſpices 
thereof may flow out,” | 

Q. What ought you to do, when ſpiritual deadneſs dot! 
corunue after ling all the aforeſaid means? 

A. 1 muſt go a little further in humiliation and prayer, and 


meditate more cloſely upon the ſufferings of Chriſt, and alſo 


act faith upon him, as my head of influences for life and quick- 
ening unto my dead graces, and reſolve ſtill to depend on 
him 2 necdful ſupphes of hte, according to his promiſe. 

Q. How ought you to pray at this time fo as to prevail ? 

A. I muſt pray with humility, faith, fervency, and imror- 
tunity, as knowing how much is at ſtake both with reſpe£t to 
the glory of God, and the ſalvation of my ſoul; I muſt plead 
the power, the mercy, and free promiſe of God, and the me- 
rits of Jeſus Chriſt his beloved Son. 

Q. For what things ought you mainly to pray before this 
ſolemn approach? | 

A. For theſe things: 1. For the preparation of the heart 
and chiefly for ſanctifying grace, and a ſpiritual frame of foul, 
2, For life and livelineſs to all the ſacramental graces, and for 
the aſhitance of the Spirit of God in all the parts of the work. 
3. For the cure of all my foul diſtempers, and che pardon of 
all defects. 4. For much nearneſs and communion with God 
at his table. 5, For the Lord's gracious preſence, both with 


miniſters and people, through the whole ſolemnity. 


Q 


Q. How onght you to be employed upon the zaturday-even- 
ing and ſabbath- morning before partaking ? 

A. Beſides the work of ſelf- examination and excitation of 
grace, I reſolve to ſpend much of that precious time in direct 
covenanting with God on my knees, taking and accepting of 
him for my God in Chriſt, and of Chriſt the Mediator in all 
his offices, and in giving up myſelf foul and budy to be the 
Lord's to be Sealed of by him in time and to eternity, Alſo 
Iwill make it a particular piece of my preparation, to conſi- 
der before hand, how Iwill act when ur to the Lord's table; 
how my faith and love ſhall then be employed; what objects 
I will think of, and what fins I fhall mourn over ; that fo I 
may tot ſpend my ſhort ume there in confuſion. f 
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Concerning our Employment when at the Lord's Table. 
Queſt, VW HAT is that ſuitable commumon- frame and dif- © 
poſition, with which you ſhould defire to g 0 
the Lord's holy table ? * 
A. I would deſire to go to it with a humble, believing, and 
affectionate frame of ſoul, having in it a mixture ot holy 
mourning and rejoicing, which I look upon as a noble com- 
munion-frame; I mean, mourning for my ſins that were the 
cauſe of Chriſt's ſufferings, and rejoicing in Chriſt Jeſus that 
came to ſatisfy juſtice for me, er | 

Q. How are you to be employed when ſitting at the table, 
and when bcholding and making uſe of the elements there ? 

A. 1. I muſt take a view of the ſufferings of Chriſt both 
in ſoul and body for me, and particularly, I muſt remember 
the anguiſh of his ſoal, when he lay under the preflure of 
God's wrath for my ſins. 2, I mult take a view both of the 
mercy and juſtice of God, and of Chriſt's love diſplayed in 
theſe ſufferings. 3. 1 mult exert faith in embracing a cruciſi- 
ed Jeſus, and my faith is to be attended with the exerciſe of 
all the ſacramental graces, repentance, love, thankfulneſs, &c, 

. I am to be ſuitably affected with the amazing lights ſer be- 
ore me. F. I am to make vows and prayers after partaking, 
and before I riſe from the table. 

See the .ſhort account of the duty of worthy partakers 
given before, Page 21. J 

„Seeing faith is the principal grace in communicating, 
hows it * exerciſed and employed at this time? 2 

A. Faith being the ſouls eye to diſcern Chriſt, the ſoul's 
hand to receive him, and the ſoul's mouth to feed upon him; 
it is to be employed at this time in the moſt active manner? 
in looking to Chriſt lifted upon the cro:s for healing our ſoul- 

adies, in embracing Chriſt as our great Surety and ranſo- 

mer, flying into his wounds for ſhelter, in applying his blood 
for cleanling, and pleading his blood with God for all we want, 
1 Qu What are the amazing fights ſet before you at the 

Lord's table, which ought ſo much to affect you? py} 

A. They are, 1. The unſpeakable evil of tin, and God's 
infinite elbe againſt it, 2. The ine xorableneſs of divine 
juſtice in demanding ſatisfaction for fin, 3. The infmite great - 
neſs of the love of God to loſt ſinners, in providing a ſurety 
and fatrifice for them, and of Chriſt in becoming ibs 
The great worth and preciouſneſs of immortal ſouls and the 
coſtlineſs of pardon, and of eternal glory. 5. Chriſt dying, 
and yet in the mean time, conquering principalities and pow- 
ers, and triumphing over them upon the crols ? 


Q. What onght you to vow when at the Lord's table? 

X. That ia the ſtrength of Chriſt my ſurety, I will abſtain 

from all known ſin, and make conſcience of every . 
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207 Nie Toung Communica:?'s 
duty: that I wili mind religion as the one thing needful, and 


make the pleaſing of God the chief buſingfs of my life. 

2 For what things are you to offer your requeſts at this 
time 
A, For grace to preſerve my livelineſs of frame, for ſtrength 
to pay my vous, for wiſdom and ſill to improve a crucified 
Chriſt in my after life, for furniture for future trials, for victo- 
ry over Satan's temptations and indwelling fin : for mercy to 
my dear relations, to my mother church, and for the enlarge- 
ment of the kingdom of Chriſt through the world. 

Q. In what frame ought you to rife and go from this holy 
table? a 

A. t. In an admiring and thankfal frame, upon account 
of redeeming love. 2. In an humble and watchful irame be- 
cauſe of the inares and dangers I am (till expoſod to. 3. In 
a beheving and depending frame, leaning on Chwiſt, tor con- 


duct through the wilderneſs. 


Concerning our Behaviour aftcr Partaking, 
Queſt. OW are you to behave when the public work is 
over ? 
A. 1. Iwill retire in ſecret, and ſolemnly on my knees re- 


act what I was doing at the Lord's table; 1 will renew my 


choice of God as my God, and my acceptance of Chriſt in 
all his offices, and my engagements to be the Lord's. 2. I 

ught to pray for the continuance of a communion frame with 
me when the communion is over. 3. I muſt ſet about felt- 
examination Concerning my behaviour and ſucceſs at the 
Lord's table. 

Q. How may we keep up ſomething of a lively frame when 
the communton is over? 

A. In order thereto, we mult, 1. Be jealous of Satan, the 
world, and heart luſts that ly in wait to fob us of it. 2. Learn 
the art of living by faith, and of deriving lite from Jefus 
Qhriit gur head for maintaining eur Jiſe. 3. Still plead for the 
guickening influences of the holy Spirit, which muſt like the 
bellows blow up the fie, and maintain it againſt all the cold 
blaſts of the devil, and the world. 4. Delight in the com- 
pany of lively Chriſtians. | 


Q. How may we examine our behaviour at the Lord's 


table, and diſcover it it was ſiitable? | 

A. We may take comfort, if we can ſay, 1. We had there 
very low and abaſing thoughts of ourſelves, and our own righ- 
teouſneſs. Or, 2. We had ſomething of a heart melting re- 
membrance of Chrilt's death and ſufferings, when the Jar 
and memorials of them were preſented to us. Or, 3 We were 
filled with the abhorrence of ſin that pierced him Or, 4. We 
went in chearfully with the terms of the covenant of grace 


Q: How may we examine our ſucceſs, and know if we have 
got any good by this ordinance ? A. We 
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A. We may diſcern it by ſuch effects as theft f 1, If we 
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have got any further affurance of God's love. Or, 2 If wt. 


have a greater hatred of fin than before. Or, 3. It we have 4 


higher eſteem of Chriſt, Or, 4. If we have'a greater delight 


in duty. Or, F. If we have ſtronger deſires after heart-holi- 
neſs, Or, 6. 1f we have a better reliſh of ordinances, and 
their uſefulneſs, fach as make us reſolve to hang ſtill on a- 
bout God's hand, | 

Q. What ſhould be our converſation after this ſolemn ordinance? 

A. We ſhould walk circumſpe&ly, and carry ſuitably to 
the Lord's dealings and diſpenſations towards us whether we 
had ſucceſs at it or not N 

Q. How ought they to carry, who have got no good by 
this ordinance? 

A. They muſt ſearch into the canſe, if it was unbelicf, 
ſloth, ſelt-conccit, or any {11 reſerved, and mourn over it. 
2 They muſt fle to the blood of Chriſt for pardoa and 
cleanſing. 3. They ſhould look out for another communion 
occalion, and prepare for it more diligently and felt-denied- 
Iy; and watch eſpecially againſt that evil or defect, in their 
management, which conſcience ſuggeſts was the caule of 
their bad ſucceſs at the former. 

Q. How ſhould they carry who have got good at the ſa- 
crament? 

A, 1. They ſhould be thankful to the FY uthor, and, like 
the children of Zion, be joyful in their King, 2. Record 
what they have got, that it may be of uſe to them in a day 
of clouds. 3. Study to preſerve it, by committing it to 
God, and walking humbly and tenderly before him. 4. Pity 
and pray for others under diſcouragement, and ready to 


communicate their experiences to them for their ſupport. 


5. Study to recommend Chrilt and religion to ſtrangers, by 
a holy and ſhining converſation before all men, 

Q. What is that holy becoming converſation which com- 
municants ſhould ſtudy? 


A. It is a converſation ordered aright, and ſuitablo the 


rule of God's word, to the principles they profeſs, the light 
they have ſeen, the benefits they have reccived, and the vows 
they have made, 


Q. What is it that makes our converſation to ſhine before 


the world ? 

A. When we have it adorned with humility, purity, juſ- 

tice, charity, meekneſs, patience, reſignation to God's will, 

and contentment. in every condition. 
Q. Are not the beſt of God's people in hazard of miſcar- 

rying after ſuch a ſolemn ordinance ? | | 
A. Les; as appears from the inſtance of Peter and the reit 

of the diſciples after the communion, 

QQ. Whence is it that we are in ſuch hazard ? 
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duty: that Iwill mind religion as the one ing needful, and 
raake the pleaſing of God the chief buſtiagts of my fe. 

Q For what things are you to ofter your requeſts at this 
time! 

A. For grace to preſerve my livelineſs of frame, for ſtrength 
ta pay my vows, tor wiſdom and bill to improve a craciftes 
Chriſt in my atter lite, for furniture for future trials, for victo- 
ry over Satan's temptations and indwelling fin: for mercy to 
my dear relations, to my mother church, and for the enlarge 
ment of the kingdom of Chriſt through the world, 

Din what frame ought you ro riſe and go from this holy 
bla? : 

A. t. In an edraring and thankfal frame, upon account 
of redeemng love. 2. In an humble and watch: ut ſranie be- 
cauſe of the Inares and dangers I ani {til expoicd to. 3. In 
believing and depending frame, leaning; on Cluift, tor con- 


27 


duct through the wildernels, 
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Concerning or Behaniony ate Farta ting. 
Queſt. O Ware you to behave when the public work is 
Over 4 
A. 1. I will retire in ſecret, and ſolemnly on my k2ces re- 
act vchat J was doing at the Lord's table; 1 will renew iny 


his offices, and my engagements to be the Lord's. 2. I 
ght to pray for the continuance of a communion frame with 
me when the communion is Over. 3. I muſt ſet about ſelf- 
examination Concerning my behaviour and ſucceſs at the 
Lora's table. | 

Q. How may we keep up ſomething of a lively frame when 
the communton is over? 

A. In order thereto, we mult, 1. Be jealous of Satan, the 
world, and heart luſts that ly in wait to rob us of it. 2. Learn 
tae art of living by faith, and of deriving lite from Jeſus 
Nhritt our bead for maintaining eur Jiſe. 3. Still plead for the 
quickening influences of the holy Spirit, which malt like the 
bellows blow up the fle, and maintain it againſt all the cold 
blaits of the devil, and the world. 4. Delight in the com- 
pany of lively Chriſt:ans, 

Q. How may we examine our behaviour at the Lord's 
table, and diſcover if it was ir:itable? 

A. We may take comfort, if we can ſay, 1. We had there 
very low and abating thoughts of ourſelves, and our own righ- 
teauſacls. Or, 2. We had ſomething of a heart melting re- 
membrance of Chriſt's death and ſufferings, when the ſigns 
and memorials of them were preſented to us. Or, 3 We were 
filled with the abhorrence of ſin that pierced him Or, 4. We 
went in chearfully with the terms of the covenant of grace. 

Q. How may we examine our ſucceſs, and know if we have 
got any good by this ordinance ? A. We 
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A. We may diſcern it by ſuch effects as theſc ; f. If we \ 
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lave got any further aſſurance of God's love. Or, 2 If we 
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have a greater hatred of ſin man before. Or, 2. If we have 4 4 
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Iugher CHOCMN Of CHIME, Or, 4. It ve have a greater deligh 

in duty. Or, F. It we have {tronger deſires after heart-holi- | 


neſs, Or, 6, 1f we have a better reliſn of ordinances, and 

ter uſefvinets, ſuch as make us reſolve to hang ſtill on a- 

bout God's han, 

Q. What ſhould be our converfation after this folemn ordinance? 
A. We ſhould walk circumſpettly, and carry ſuitably to 

tile Lord's dealings and difpentations towards us whether we 
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had iuccets at it ot not 

Q. How ought they to carry, who have got no good by 
this ordinance: 
A, Thev moſt ſeurch into the canſe, if it was unbeligf, 
oth, ſelt-corcdit, or any {11 reſerved, and mourn over it. 
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2 "They muſt fle to the blood of Chriſt for pardon and 
ciennfing, 3. They ſhould look out for another commynion 
0:Cation, and prepare for it more diligently and teit-denied- 

I; and watch efpecially againſt that evil or defect, in their 
management, which conſcience ſuggeſts was the cauie of 
their bac: ſuceeſs at the former. 

Q. How ſhould they carry who have got good at the ſa- 

crunent? 


A. 1. They ſhould be thankful to the .vthor, and, like 
the children of Zion, be joytul in their Ning. 2. Record 
what they have got, that it may be of ufc to them iu a day 
of clouds. z. Study to preſerve it, by committing it to 
God, and walk ing humbly and tenderly before him. 4. Pity 
ard pray for others under diſcouragement, and ready co 
communicate their experiences to them for their ſup port. 
6. Study to recommend Chriſt and religion to ſtrangers, by 
a holy and ſhining converſation before all men. 

Q. What is that holy becoming converſation which com- 
municants ſhould ſtudy ? 

A. It is a converſation ordered aright, and ſuitable Ko the 
rule of God's word, to the principles they profeſs, the tight 
they have ſeen, the benctus they have reccived, and the vows 
they have made, 

Q. What is it that makes our converiation to ſhine before 
the world? 

A. When we have it adorned with kumility, purity, juſ- 
tice, charity, mecknels, patience, relignation to God's will, 
and contentment in every condition. 

Q. Are not the beſt of God's people in hazard of miſcar- 
rying after ſuch a ſolemn ordinance ? 

A. Yes; as appears from the inſtance of Peter and the reit 
of the diſciples after the communion, 

Q. Whence is it that we are in 1uch aazard ? 
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36 | The Young Communicant*s 


A. It proceeds from theſe things; 1. From the natural in- 
conſtancy of our hearts. 2. From that ſecurity and ſelf- con- 
hdence we are prone to, after favours received from God. 3, 


From the malice and activity of Satan, who ſccks by all means f 
to enſnare us into ſin, aſter the ſacrament, that he may there- } 
by exceedingly widen the breach betwixt God and us. 

Q. How pal ye prevent backſſiding and yielding to Satan's ö 


temptations after the ſacrament? 

A. 1, We mult labour to preſerve a warm ſenſe of the love 
of Chriſt in our ſouls. 2. Maintain an everlaſting jealouſy 
over our treacherous hearts, and never truſt them at any time. 
3. Keep Chriſt our aſcended forerunner ſtill in our eye, and 
beware of loſing ſight or thought of him. 4. We mult com- 
mit our ſouls, by humble and believing prayer, into the hands 
of God's power and mercy, as the child doth itſelf into the 
nurtc's arms. 
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Queſtions fer ſelf examination, proper for young Commus 

icants in examining the [tate and condition of their ſouls 
iz fecret before their approach unte the Lord's tables ihe 
which if they can anſwer in the airmative, or [ome ſew 
of them, they have ground tc Hege they are in @ pracitu's 


ſlate, and have a right before Cod tothis ſcaled ordinance, 


Queſt. 1. ANI fav, that lam deeply affected about my 

| foul, and my eternal itate, ſo that my great 
and leading queſtions are, what muſt I do-to be ſœved? what 
ſhall I do to be born again? what {hall 1 do tor the holy Spi- 
rit to come and work a 1iving change on me, and make me a 
unt W creature? 

Q. 2. Have I been ſpiritually enlightened to ſee the depra- 
vation of my nature, and the ſinfulneſs of my heart and life, 
ſo as to be convinced that I am all as an uncleaa thing before 


Was 
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God? ö. 
Q. Have I been made to fee ſin as the greateſt evil, and ; 

feel tas the greateſt burden in the world, 1o as to account 
( deliverance from it the greateſt happineſs ? # 
| Q. 4. Is my ſpirit very lowly and hurnble before God? | 


Am I truly low ard vile in mize own eyes, under a deep ſenſe 
of my unworthineſs and ill-deſervings, ſo as to cry with the 
Centurion, © Lord, J am not worthy that thou ſhouldeſt 
come under my roof?“ And with the Pubhcan, 4 God be 
% merciful to me a ſinner ?”? 

Q. 5. Have I ſeen my abſolute need of Jeſus Chriſt to ſave " 
me from fin and wrath, to reſtore the loſt image of God, and * 
to give me grace and glory, ſo that I am truly willing to 
Part w:th al things for Chriſt? 8 

Q. 6, Have I been made heartily to approve of the goſpel 

method 
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6 e 1.9 Mo 4 
* method of ſalvation through the ſatisfaction renal, and 18 
„my fot woll-pleatzd with the ſelt⸗ abafing an grace exalting 
9 Way OL favin Ty inter by f herightcou! bels of anoth er? 
* 2 «7; Have I wade choice of God in Chrilt the Mediator, 
gots” KS my God and e And can I ſay, that which moved 
me to this choice was a tight of che vanity or ſeeking a reſt 
for 1 Y Lo! 1 a1i2ODN 1 the CITATULTS 23 an id th A its hap dine 15 hes 1 zn 
1 enjoyment of God, wich is only to be ba. | thc? Chriſt? 
Z © Hare I a higu opinion of Ja Chriſt the 4. diator? 
| 151 very; 21015 to my ſoul? Have I ſhen a Wake ale s bows 
ty in dis p<:151, in W's oi es and tuln: 1 1d t © the ful- 
} pcs ot the Godhead is in him, and all feel en 1 tor 
| the uſe of them that come to him? | 
Q. 9. Have I bean helped to cl ſe with Go __ offer unto 
me in the g del, and to. accept of tais weil qui lite Jarery 
+. and $3 vi our in His fulncts, and in his ones of p ropher, 9 
— and king, and to embrace him as att gether lorchy 
EY, 185 Hav ve 1 bean determined to reſign and ſur render my - 
ſelf uno the Lord, to be tauglit, ru 0 and ſaved by him? 0 
And have I given up all 1 h ve, to be dispo ated. of by lum at | 
his p 3 Or, am I willing preſently to do? 
Amlwuling tor enou ee my own righteouſneſs 
Ia Hage, and my own ttr gch in IIA on, and wo 
rok to Chriſt as my ſurety — head for both, flying. “ In 
+ * the Lord Feſus only have Inghtcoufoefs and 12 en. —_ 
# h H. 12. 18 Tell us Chritt waicoths to my foul as a king Ko 
1 * as a pric it, 10 a 1 mas V/11:ing 0 b2 gor erned by 
bo - 1aws, as to be juſtified by His r.gntcouln ets ? 
1 Q. 13. laze L got new diſcoveries of ſpiritual and heaven» 
Iy things, which 1 had not before? No I ſee a reatit y in a 
future bfe and glory, ag awrulnels in eternity, an emptineſs 
imo ths world, : worth in my foul, an evil in fi, and a Rau- 
w 1 in va and holineſs, which I ſ:w not before ? 
Q. Do I {eek more earneſtly atter th. favdur of God 
85 r Chriſt, than after any earthly confort or enjoymeut 
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AMhatibever 945 
Q. 15. Do ] ſtudy the things which ple aſe God Land niale od | 
5 for His glory? And do I pre! er his intereſt above the in tereſt * / 
5 et the World, or of the fleth ? 1 N 
50 16. 18 indwelling lin, and the c  Wruntion and plagus: f 
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FP heart iny daily griet and burden? ? Do ſtruggle nc 
ie againſt them, and. | long for a deliverance, crying wit! 

ie apoltle, 5 O wretched m. BY that I . who ſha] Leher b 
me from this bo dy of death! * 
5 3 os 17. Can Lay that I have reſpect nnto all God's com- IS 
mandments? That I conſcientiouſly practice Whatever dn. + 
over*o be my duty? Thar I dare neither omit duty, wien 
a. 8546 it, not de I venture upon any ſin againſt my lig 7 ? 
. 8. Can] Ay, 22 1 = not omit duty, ag tte due 
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{ 36 ' The Yeung Communican!*s ' 1 
7 A. It proceeds from theſe things; 1. From the natural in- 
oF _ eonſtancy of our hearts. 2. From that ſecurity and ſelf-con- _** 
hdence we are prone to, after favours received from God. 3. 
From the malice and activity of Satan, who ſecks by all means : 
j to enſnare us into ſin, after the ſacrament, that he may there- "y 
\ by exceedin zly widen the breach betwixt God and us. 7 
7 Q. How ſhall ye prevent back ſliding and yielding to Satan's 7 


temptations after the ſacrament ? 

A. 1, We mult labour to preſerve a warm ſenſe of the love 
of Chriſt in our ſouls. 2. Maintain an everlaſting jealouſy 
over our treacherous hearts, and never truſt them at any time, 
3. Keep Chriſt our aſcended forerunner ſtill in our eye, and 
beware of loſing ſight or thought of him. 4, We mult com- 
mit our ſouls, by humble and believing prayer, into the hands 


of, God's power and mercy, as the child doth itſelt into the 7 
nurſc's arms. | ; 
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Queſtions fer /elf examination, proper f. or young Commus 
nicants in examining the ſtate and condition of their ſouls 
in ſecret beſore their approach unto the Lord's tables ihe 
which if they cau anſwer in the aſſirmative, or ſeme few 
of them, they have ground to hope they are in 4 graciti:s 
ſlate, and have a right before God to this ſealed erdinance, 


a Queſt. 1. C ANI fav, that I am deeply affected about my 
5 ſoul, and my eternal ſtate, ſo that my great 
; and leading queſtions are, what muſt I doito be ſaved? what 
* ſhall I do to be born again? what {hall I do tor the holy Spi- 

rit to come and work a ſaving change on me, and make me a 
new creature? 

Q. 2. Have I been ſpiritually enlightened to ſee the depra- 
vation of my nature, and the finfulneſs of my heart and life, 
ſo 5 o be convinced that I am all as an unclean thing before > 
God? 

Q. Have I been made to ſee ſin as the greateſt evil, and 
feel 12 the greateſt burden in the world, ſo as to account 8 
deliverance from it the greateſt happineſs? 1 

„4. Is my ſpirit very lowly and humble before God? 8 
Am I truly low and vile in mine own eyes, under a deep ſenſe 
f of my unworthineſs and ill-deſervings, fo as to cry with the * 

' Centurion, © Lord, 1 am not worthy that thou ſhouldeſt + 
come under my root ??? And with the Pubhcan, ** God be 
« merciful to me a ſinner ?? LF 
Q. 5. Have I ſeen my abſolute need of Jeſus Chriſt to ſave 
| me from {in and wrath, to reſtore the loſt image of God, and 
; to give me grace and glory, fo that I am truly willing to 
| part with al things for Chriſt? | | 
Q. 6, Have I been made heartily to approve of the pope? dT 
| metho- 
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 racthocl of ſalvation through the ſatisfagion of Orig?“ nd 3s 
my {out Well-pleafzel with the ſelf- abafing and grace EX ting 
way ol ſaviug hianietg by che righteouſpeſs of ahother? 

Q. 7. Have I wade choice of God in Chriſt the Mediator, 
ks my God and portion? And can I ſay, that which moved 
me to this choice was a fight of che vanity of ſeeking arreſt 
for my foul among the Creatures, and that its h wpinels lias in 
the enjoyment ot God, witch is only to be hal thro? Chriſt? 

Q. 8. Hare I a higa opinion of Jef13 Chriſt the Medi-ttor 2 
Is he very prec ious to my ſoul? Have I ſeen a matchleſs beuu- 
ty in his perſon, in I's offices and fulnels, and that the ful- 
Dc ſs of th 5 Godhead is in him, and all freely exhibited for 
tlie uſe of them tha t come to him? 

Q. 9. Hase I been helped to cl Me with God's offer unto 
me in the gotpel, and to. accept of tnis well —_ Uihed Surety 


and Saviour in his fulnets, ar ad in his S olficeg 0 prophet, prielt 
and king, and to embrace him as altogether lovely? 
4 Q. 10. Have 1 been determined t 1 n and ſurtender my- 
: felf unto the Lord, to be taught, ' rv]: 2c and fave 5 by him? 


And have I given up all 4 have, to be diſpuſtdLof by lum at 
his 2 Or, am willing p. eſently 10 to do? 
Am 1 willing to re NOU ICC my OWN rightzouſneſ; I la 
be and my own ſtrength in ſanctiſication, and to 
, took to Chriſt as my ſurety and head for both, 1 ing. J 
the Lord Jeſus only have I righteouſaeſs and ſtrengtii!“ 
| .* Is Jeſus Chriſt welcoth to my ſoul as a king, as 
We as a pricit, ſo that 1 am as v illing 9 governed by his 
$ laws, as io be jultified by his rightcodine 
95 13. ilave I got new ws ſcoveries ot ſpiritual and! heaven- 
ly thin 72 which L had not_betore ? Do | lee a reality in a 
A fucure f e and glory, an awfulneſs in eternity, an empt: acts 
in this 5 a worth in my ſoul, an evil n ſin, and A fau- 
1 85 in Chriſt and holineſs, which I fiw not betore ? 
iQ. 14, Do I ſeek more earneſtly after the favour of God 
| . Chriſt, than after any earthly comtort or enjoy ment 
8 8 5 1 ſtudy the things which pl-aſe:God and 
1 15. Do y tlie things Which pleaſe God an niate 
1 728 ory * And do I preter his intereſt above the interest 
e ll, or ot the fleſh ? 
bes | To. 16. {8 indwelling fin, and the corruption and plagues 
1 5 heart.: ny daily grief and burden? Do I ſtruggle w — 
e againſt them, and long for a deliyerance, crying with 
1 ieee apoltle, © Q,yrctched man that! — who ſha] dcliver 
225 me from thus body of death?“ 
. Cu Liay that I have reſpect unto ll God's, een. 
. ; + Mah ments? That I conſcientiouſly practice whatever 1 dit-, 
erte be wy duty? That I dare neither omit duty, wiz 0 
Ao, nor dae I venture upon any ſin apainſt my lig w? 
e 8. Can f 25 I 54 not omit , ag. arte dat 1 
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77 Young Communicant's 


roſt upon it? That 1 ſce my prayers have need of pardon, and 

my fears noe to be waſhed in Chriſt's blood; and therefore 

"45 $1.7 ne rell to the ſole of my foot, but in my Caution- 

* r10hteouNets ? | : 

av. 1 am truly grieved in heart for fin that 

. and am ready to put a bill of divorce into the 

7 aſt, yea, the molt beloved idol, reſolving never 

our ta any ct theſe traitors or enemies of the Lord? 

an 1 fay that 1 love Chriſt with my heart and that 

co hiradelt as to the truth and reality of it, tho“ 

at Weak? and it is my great grief that I cannct get my 
ert to love him more:? 

21. Can | ſay, that I breathe after greater conformity 
- Bod both in heart and life, and that I deſire heart holineſs 
more than any tempera! thing whatloever ? Aud that I cry 
oft witu tle Plaimilt, “ O that my ways were directed to 
% keep my ſtatutes !”? 

Q. 22. Can 1 ſay, that J am truly deſirous of converſe and 
fellowyiſhip with God in the duties of religion? And that I look 
upon that prayer, that ſermon, that ſabbath as jolt, where I 
find nothing ot his gracious prefence ? 

New let young Communicazits retire in ſecret for putting 
theſe queſtions to their ſouls, as in the preſence of Cod, aud 
let them wait till con ſcieuce give anſwer 1» them ; but ſee 

+ ; a & ay Py; of pf i 
that they do this when they are in the beſt framse. 


A prop:/al for young Communicants expreſs renewing the 
baptiſinal engagements before their firſt admiſjicn to the 
Lord's table > which practice might be much for edificati- 

2; eſpecially if duly managed, and done with ſome o- 
lemnity before witneſſes, ſuch as miniſters, elders, aud 
ether young perſins, 

Queſt. Wat moves you to ſeek acceſs to the Lord's table? 

A. The Lord's command, and becauſe 1 deſire 

to renew my baptiſmal engagements, and declare myſelf a 

Chriſtian by my own free choice and conſent, and woald join 

myſelf unto the Lord by my own voluntary act and deed. 

Q. Why do you deſire to do fo ? 

A. Becauſe when I got the ſirſt ſeal of the covenant, to wit, 
baptiſm, I know not what was done for me, nor was I ca- 
Pable to conſent to my parents? deed 3 but now, when 1 am 
come to ſome knowledge and capacity, I am willing to declare 
that I make religion my free choice, and reaſonable ſervice. 

Q: Why do you come ſo early? Will it not be ſoon e- 
nough to mind religion in old age ? 

A. No; for beſides that | may die young, theſe who neglect 
religion, and give up themſelves to the world, or the fleſh in 
their youth, do fall into bardneſs of heart, from which few 


recover. | Q. What 5 
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6  CAFTECHIS M. 
Ly Q. Whar is the moſt proper ſeaſon to ſeek acquaintance 
with Chritt and religion! | 
A. The time of youth, becauſc in this age the heart is more 
eally melted, and the habits of vice are not ſo rivetted as at- 
terward ; and becauſe God has ſpecial delight in early prety. 
Q. What views then have you got of your natural ſtate 
and condition? 8 
A. Ido ſeę it to he a moſt ſinful wretched ard helpleſs caſe ; 
I ain condemned to verith under a load of guilt and wrath, 
having broke the covenant of works, which 1 cannot fulfil, 
oenied the juſtice of God, which I cannot ſatisfy, and lolt 
the image of Ged on my precious ſul, winch I cannot reco- 
. O what fall I do to be fav ! 


Q: 1% which airth do you look tforreliet? if 
A. Only to Jefus Chrift, whe hath ia his fr2e love to loft ö 
L 


ſinners, undertaken as Surety and Mediator in the new cove- 
nant, which is exhibited and ſealed to believers at the Lord's f 
table. | 

Q. What views have you got of a coyenant which is there | 


{caled ? ( 
A. I'iee the way cf ſalvation laid down in it thro? the fure- þ 
tiſnip and righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, to be an excellent \ 


contrivance, well ordered in all things and ſure, I look upon 
it as a device every way worthy of God, and of infinite wit- 
dom, and I ds heartily approve of it, conſent to it, and deſire 
to come and venture my foul and eternal ſalvation upon it. 

O. What think you cf the love of God that was the ſpring 
of this new covenant ? 

A. Iriew iu as wonderful and amazing; 1 admire the love 
of the Father, in contriving and ſending his beloved Son to 
execute it: I admire the love ef the Son of God, in under- 
taking to be ſurety and facrilice for loit ſinners of Adam's race, 
wlien the ſinning angels were palt by, and left to periſh for 
ever; and I admire the love of the holy Ghoit, in andertak- 
ing to apply that redemption to loſt ele& ſinners by working 
in them conviction, convertion, and faith in Jeſus Chrilt. 

Q. With what frame and diſpoſition do you come to re- 
ne. your baptiſmal covenant ? 

A. I deſire to be ſenſible of my guilt in breaking this cove- 
nant, in running away from Chnil's colours, in going over to 
Satan's camp, and in 8 ſo long out against Chriit's calls 
and offers; and 1 deſire now to return to the Lord as a pent- 
tent prodigal, and mourning backllider, with my face Zion» 
wards, weeping as I go, — — to renew my baptiſmal yows 

+ with others, ſaying, Come let us join ourſelves to the Lord 
in an everlaſting covenant never to be forgotten. And in a 
word, I deſire to go to a broken Chriſt with « * roken heart. 

Q. What is that baptiſmal voè or covenant, which. you de- 
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and therefore | deſire 75 {rat t tor this bit? ed effect. 
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+ Q. ww nat thi ink 500 of the 1 chi- YO OL ths world IS A Por- 
tion to the : toul ? ö A. 


A. I lobkKk uon Ein as the bleſted applier 0 E Critt's pur— 
chuſe unto me, and do de cc t of him as du. bs and l am wille 
ing to give up My1ci; to R 25 eg lien, renew, 4 
4 Bet and guich⸗ WS an ebe heis as willing and ne 
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A. T look upon all its profits, honours and pleaſures, to be 
miahcient to ſult the ſoul's deſires, and, that they are no. 
thing but variry and vexation of ſpirit ; and therefore I will 
never {et my lieart upon the world as my portion; it is only 
the enjoyment of God reconciled in Chnilt that can afford 
complete ſatistaction to my ſoul ; and this only I chuſe for 
my happinels and portion. 

What do you think of the world to come? 

A. I look upon it, and the things thereof, as awful, cer- 
tain, and very near; I look upon hell as the eternal habitation 
&: unhehevers, but I view heaven as the country and dwelling 
place of ihe followers of the Lamb, with whom I deſire te 
juin, to leck that country, and dwell with them for ever. | 

Q. Wheat do yon think of a holy and religious kfe ? 

A. think a religious life, or a lite ſpent in the ſervice of 
God, and in communion with him, the moſt pleaſant and 
comfortable life that a man can hve in the world. 

Q. How do you thinktoattaintobottnefs for living in this life? 

A. I look upon Jefus Chriſt as the purchaſer of hohneſs, 
as well as of happmels, as he, who by his death, hath obtain- 
ed the holy Spirit to effectuate the new birth, and form the 
image of God ir. bgs people: and therefore 1 defire to come 
to Chri;t and his blood for ſanctiſication, as well as tor jultiſi- 
Curion 3 for contormity and likeneſs to God as well as for 
acceſs to fellowthip and commumon with God; and 1 wilt 
plead that he would ſend his holy Spirit unto my foul, for- 
producing holineſs, and all the graces of the Spirit. 

Q. What view have you gut of the promiſes of the cove- 
nant, and their uſefulneſs ? 

A. I loo upon them as the groünd of all my faith and 
hope, and ] defire to make daily nſe of them, and to plead .. 
them with God for furniture and ſtrength to perform every 
duty, and ior perieverance and through-bearing in all the: 
ſtæps of ry pilgrimage ; and 1 refolve to have recourle to 
him in every {trait and difficulty. 

Q. As you profeſs willingneſs to accept of God in Chtiſt 
as your God, are you not ae willing to dedicate yourſelſ to 
lym tor his uſe and ſervice? 

A. Yes, I am willing (I hope thro? grace) to give up and 
ſurrender unto the Toes myſelf, aud all that belongs unto me, 
my ſoul and body, withalltheir powers, faculties, ſeaſes, mem | 
bers and enjoyments to be in{framents of his glory, and to be 50 
diipoled of by him for his uſe and ſervice at his pleaſure. 
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Q. How do you inſtruct your wilhingneſs to gie up and ſur- 
render the powers and faculties of your foul unto the Lord 2 © bop 

A. 1 think I am willing to dedicate and give up my under-, + ©, f | 
{tanding to the Lord, to contemplate his perfections, and kaow . * | 


his will; my memory to him, to retain and treaſure up hig 
precious promiſes and counſels ; my will to him, to chaſe an 
D 3 rchfe 
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ede my engagement and dedication in bap- 
a m, 4.0 re cpreſly te own „ e the only Ivmg 
Oat pod as my God in Chriſt, as he offers himſeit in the 
A covenant of grace: and to give up myſelf, foul and body to 
Him, to be for him and not for another. And I deſięn, in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, to go and rendunce all the enemies of 
the holy Trinity, to wit, the devil, ie world, and the fleſh, 
and to declare the acceptance of God the Father as ray father 
of God the Son as my Redeemer, and God the huly Cho 
as my Sanctifier: in whoſe bleſſed nanie was baptiz ed, and 
w v hole ſervice and glory I was dedicated. | 
Q. What do yau think of Jeſus Chriſt the Mediator of the 
covenant ? 
A. I think him a metchleſs Perſon, and an excellent and 
ali- ſufſiciert S iour; and J am content to accept of him in 
all lis offices, namely, as a Prophet to inf ruct and teach me, 
as a Prieſt to atone and intercecd for me, and as 4 King to 
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rule in me and over me. 5 
55 Q What do you think of your own riglucouſneſs and 
9, ſtrength with reſpect to your ſalvation ? 
75 A. I look vpon my on righteouſneſs and ſtrergih as in- 
+ fafncicnt to anſwer all the demands oi God's law, and there- 
% jore I renourice them, and flee to a ſurety for both, laywg, 
| In the Lord Jeſus J have boch Tighteouſacts and ſtrength: 
ard't am content and zeſolved to make uſe of a Lorrowed 
£rcogot for my rerfſerming ofduty, and of a borrowed righ- 
1 cuſnels for my acceptance in duty: 
44 VQ.fewdoycntkethis ie!f-denying way of ſaving loſt ſouls} 
A. Jam welt-uleaf d with it, as it makes me an eternal deb- 
ter tu frce grace, as it doth exchide ail boaſting and glory- 
Tc in the cteuture, and aſcribes all the glory of my ſalvation 
10 Chriſt only; as it takes the crown off the head of Self, 
and puts it upon the head of glorious Chrilt. 1 
Q How do you relſh the kingiy okace of Jcſus Chriſt ? 
A. lem dhe ev ich, and content to take Chriſt 
as a king to govern me by his laws. as, well as a prieſt to ſave 
me by hiy-blood; nay, I am de!-. qvs he may come in as a king 
and execute his kingly cfice in my, Hul: that le may ſet up 
his throne in my heart, ſubdlue wdwellinglin, and conquer 
F all my ſrebellious laſts and corruptions. 1 — 3 
F Q. What view have you of che boly Ghoſt; the third perſon” 
of the Trinity, and ol his oflice in the bufineſs of ſaving fguls? 
A. I lock upon bim as the bleſſed applier of Chritt's pur» 
” chaſe unto me, and do accept of him as duch and I am will 
ing to give vp myltelt io hir to. convince, enliglüca, renew, 's 
fanQity and, bY me, andi believe keis as walling and ready 
to make the a, lication, as Chriit was to make the pu chaſe 
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and therefore 1 deſire to trult for this Heſſed effect. 
„ What think you of the things of this world as a Por. 
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_ A. look upon all its profits, honours ang pleaſures, to be Ws 
mfafhicient to ſuſt the ſoul's defires, and, that they are no- 1 1 


never ſet my heart upon the world as my portion; it is 9 y Wal 
the enjoyment of God reconciled in Chriſt chat can afford 
complete ſatis faction te my foul ; and this only I chuſe for 
my happineſs and portion. 5 LOI ALIEN 
What do you think of the world to come? © © 


an ; ay . 

A. I look upon it, and the things thereof, as awful, cer- 5 
tain, and very near; I look upon hell as the eternal habitation 8 
©: unbehevers, but I view heaven as the country and dwelling 1 


place of the folkawers' of the Lamb, with whom I'dehire to 
join, to ſeck that. 7 0 and dwell with them ESTER 145 
Q. What do you think of a holy and religious kfe ? | 


5 
A. think a feligious life, or a life ſpent in che ſervice o Sy, 
\ 


God, and in communion with him, the mol} picalaqt and \F} 
comfortable life that a man can hve in the world.- - WR C'S! 
Q. How do yau think to attain to holineſs for living in this life?” Wy 


A. I look upon Jefus Chrift as the purchaſer of holineſs, 
as we!l as of happmels, as he, who by his death, hath obtwin= + 
ed the holy Spirit to effectuate the new birth, and form tke 
image of God in hgs p&@ple: and therefore I defire to come 
to Chriit and his blood fer ſanctiſication, as well as fur gultifi- * 4 
eution; for conformity and likeneſs to God as well as fr o 
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acceſs to fellowihip and communion with God; and 1 with. © tf 
plead that he would ſend his hoh Spirit unto my foul, for r 
producing holineſs, and all the graces of the Spirit. 
Q. What view have you got of the promiſes. of the cove- 
nant, and their uſefulneſs ? n D Dein 
A. I look upgn them as the gründ of all my faith ant 408 
hope, and I deſire to make daily uſe of them, and to plead, © 338 
them with God for furniture and ſtrength to perform every” 
duty, and for perſeverance and through- bearing in all the 
ſteps of ny pilgrimage; and 4 reſolve to have recourſe tio 
him in every {trait and difficulty. r + 
Q. As you profeſs willingneſs to accept of God in Chriſt 8 
as your God, are you not alio willing to dedigaze yourſelf too ( 
loam for his uſe and ſervice? - - . $64. 
A. Yes, I am —_— (T hope thro? grace) to give up and. 


ſurrender unto the Lord myſelt, and all that belongs unto me, 5 kf 
myſoul and body, withalltheir powers, faculties, ſeaſ#g, meom 


bers and enjoyments to be in{ffuments of his glory, and to bee 3 


diſpoſed of by him for his uſe and ſervice at his pleaſure: 4 
Q. How do you inſtruct your willingneſs to give up and ſu- 1 
render the powers and faculties of your ſoul unto the Lord? 
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A” "wefoſe everything according to his will, aud d comply there - 
Witch in all things ; and my conſcience ig bin, to be his de- 
puty to accuſe and excuſe according to his direction. 

„DQ. Do you alio reſign and give up the paſſions and affec- 
tions of your ſonal unto the Lord ? | 


1 


* 
8 


ba. A. Yes, I give up and dedieate my paſlion of grief to t 
EB ord ; to mourn for every thing that is offenſiye to him; my 
„% Hatred, to abhor eyery thing thatis kateful to him my delres, 
bh + t long for his preſence ; my lobe, to embrace and, entertain 
4 ham; my delight and joy to; folace-mviclfy; and o acquieſce 
15 cheerfully in kim as my ſoul's portion and happ inc is. 

1 Q. In what reipects do you refign your þodily ſenſes and 


MA . apembers to the Lord? | 1 ; | 
A. I gire mytyes to read his, word, and behold his wond- 
raus worksz my ears to hear his word, and atend to his coun- 
6%. fels; mytalte, Gel, and fechiig,todifcern and reliſh his ſweet- 
© *pcfs and excellency in the cremures: my tongue to proclaim, 


* help his people; and my feet to walk in paths pleaſing to him. 
'" "IP G. How 8 reſiga your enjoy ment and comiforts to 
» . the Lord ? ory ; Gi. 
„ A. 1 rclign my ume, my health, my talents, my opportu- 


F ” 
eines, my felmions, my gifts, my, intereſt, my power, my 


7 Nu l 
EN. avifdoms my ſubſtance, my ien reputation, and all 1 
1 


Wee. hape inn the world untg the Lord, t be employed and difpoled 
by him for his glory, as he thinks proper. 5 Feed 

„ . What view have young w cf im, and of theſe fins you 
5 % 


once git:emed as your.right hand and right eye? | 

A. ſee and abhor them as che enemies and crucitiers of my 
"We, Lord Jelas, and as the very nails and ſpear that picrced him, 

TI 


{ri t00 dear to part with, for Jeſus Chriſt my Lord, | 


ke, Tokcnations ?. ; N | 
A. I am convinced of their folly, and reſolve never to fol- 


Ws common fins of the age, but ſtedfaltly (chrough grace) to a- 
drag the Rares, and reſiſt the temptations of evil company; 
ig wich the Pſahniſt, Depart from me, ye evil-doers, 
„„ tor- in keep the commandments of my God. 

„ . What thoughts have you of the people of God, and 
rt,” theſe who bear his image? | s 


44, 
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ones of the earthy and the moſt deſirable company in the world. 
> Q. Bur what will you think of them when you fee them 


7380 5 few.and defpiſed ? We , # | + 
„A. Ligſoſte through grace to join Chriſt's little flock, his 
Proving ad fic-rclilting tick, tho” they be fe in numbers, 
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his-praiſe, and commerd bis ways and Jeryiee.; my bands to 


and dere to throw them ont bf my heart, and to cut off eve» 
1 night hand, and pluck out every right eye, and count no 
3 Q, | What do you think pow of companions in ſin, and their 


jo the multitude to do evil, nar to join them in any of the 


A4. look upon them as God's precious jewels, the excellent 
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deſire to love t 


all caſes and diſficulties, which E deſire always bo e 3 15 i 


— 1 thankfully accept ef them at needfu 


in view? 


with Gods and therefore I retolve, through grace, to; Rye % *s 
life of prayer and acqhaintance Wh God; E | through.» 125 


conſult with: him in all eaſes and difficulties. - oy hs 
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above all others; fd t legt. of them JS - >, F 
my tellow-traveFers/to the heavenly. Zion, and this votu ich- W ** 
ſanding of their being deſpiſed an reproached-bythewartd. |. 
Q. But what do you think of the crofs, and-ofiſhar 2 pere | 
ſecution, t _ ſometimes attends the ownng of Chit 5 
A. I deſire to take Chriſt with this croſs, A wellas With bis 1 
crowns and to welcome the withPs hatred, reproathits,” in-; ' 
juries, or any kind of trouble or perſecution and hoon with,” 
tor owning of Qhriſt, his traths'and ways Es 
Q. Whatithink you of the holy feriptures ? Kees 
A. I believe they are inditeÞby God's Spirit, I bein: 
above all books, I Accept of them e as f guide thro“ 
the wilderneſsa light ro my feet, and a lamp tomy Taba“ 
and as a treaſuſt ef comforts and cortlials ſo ahle for mein 
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and {tady to be acquarnted* unh. * ; 
Q. What do you think of the'Lorg's ay 17 Op. 1 j 
A. I regard as holy-andi honourable, and as 4 * ; 


deln of the perfection uf Chrift's facritice, AK obo. 1 6 Oy 
it as the beſt day of the week, as berg Chris weekly! mar- 
ket - day for needy ſouls, which I reſolve to improve carefully, "fob 5 8 
tor getting proviion tonany ul tro the reſt of the weck. 
. What do you think o Nr pel-ordinances 7 12 
K. 1 look pon the word, f. 3 pruyert an praiſes, ſe 
to be God's inititutions, and means of Fart e to 
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to heavens: as try(tingplaces\berwixre God and my ul, 5 yl Pe 
[ defire to make it my main efrand in pan mie. them, do- £4 + 
— with him therein. en h 


Q What do you thin}. of the Lord's. fapper dat von have *. 1. N uh | 


A, I look upon it as Chrift's Wet houſe; and . A 
tual:feaft, 3 he in his love hath ptovided for refrel 
and ſtrengthening his peoples ſoalt i truvelling throa 
this wilderneſs, I deſire to bleis God for it. and to-accept 1 
it as a rate privilege, a quickener of grace, 4 memorial ot 15 F <P 
redeeming love, and pledge of Chriſt's ſecoud coming. « ICY 

What do you think of the doryie prayer de 9 WA 1 

A. I !-ok upon it not only as my great duty, bat alſo av an+ + ©) 
honourable;pnvitege; ſeeing hereby I have acces te cover ph 5 1 c 
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Chriſt, all my days and that 1 will always 90 0 God, and . 
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Q. What go you think of the teſt of the duties of cin, 
any: and of all theſe which the moral law eren 
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With in all things 3 and mo Ct ofcic ACC ty him, to be h is de- 
duty 19 gccuſe and cxcuſe 0 ordiry Lo his derection, — 

Q, Do you ayo rehgn and gave ap the paſions and affcoc- 


tons of your font unto the Lord? 
g i * , ai 1 ja _— t 9 [| . 
A. Yes, I give vp and dedicate mv. pation of grict to the 
Lord: to non * every thing that is often to him; my 
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O. In what reſpects do you refiga your bodily ines and 
ctibers LO TIC Lord £ Wee 

A. I giie my eyes to read luis wet C „ang behold 115 wond- 

ous works 3 my cars to hear his word, and atter d to his coun- 
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A. I ſee and abhor them as che enemies and erucitiors Gt my 
Lord Jelus, and as the very nails aud ipear that piorogel Nimy 
and dire to throw them cut of ray heart, and to cut ofl ge- 
ruht hand, and plick out every tight cye, and count no 
1 200 dear to part with for Jeſus Clriit my Lords 
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praying, nd fi. - relitting Bock, „d they be fe 10 num ber ; [ 
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delire to love the m above all others, and to accept of them 15 
my . Tow trovolters tothe heavenly Zion, and thut noty Fn — 
landing of their being defpited Or reproached b y the Wer 

Q. But what do you duns of + the ctols, and at ſha: p per- 
ſecution, that fon erin es attends the owing of Chit ? 

A. Idee to take Chriſt with his ct "0g MICE — as With his 
crown, and to welcome the worid®s hatred, reptoaches, in- 
jurtes, Or any kind of trouble or perſecution 1 rauy meet with, 
7 owning oft Chnit, his troths $ 20 d ways. 

Q. What think vou of the holy for pies ? 

A. believe they are indited by G00 's Spirit, I value them 
above all b boobs, L accept of them thapkially; as a guide thro? 
the wile erefs, 1a light ro my feet, and 4 lamp to my pathsy * 
and as a freature of comforts and jorge} doo able for me in 
all c ales and dificultie S V nich L deiire always to ſearch into, 
and {tady 1 be a COU! ned V. Hy | ; 

Q. What d 0 you think of the Lord's day? 

AA. i rega! dit as he . ad a 8 1 [tearding 
teltm ONY ot the perfe&t en * Ch ritt 's 1; 1critice, 11. 10k upon 
t as the beit day oft! 10 week, as being Cbint's week Iy mar- 
bet-day for wy { vis, which I refolve to improve carefully 
tor getting provihor tor my ſoul thro' the reſt of the weck. 

2 hne 20 euthenk of the goſpel- or ding Nees f 


. Lok gen the we wer? lacrament, prayer, and praiſos 
to be God's T and means of COnveyirg grace ©0 
louis. I thankfully accept of them as neediu) kelps in the 
ow tw heaven, as try [ting places betwixt God and en ny wy 
and I def:re to moke it my main ertand in attending them to 
meet with him thercin. 


Q. What do yon thin of the Lord 8 far per t! 14t vou have 
in view? 

A. I look upon it as Chr s banquering-hovſe, anc! ſpirt- 
tual teatt „high. he in tis jose hath provided for rette ing 
and then; on zenl ag his Peoh. les ſon's, while travelling through 
this Wild ernels, 1 Gaelire to bicis God for 1 175 and to ac Cept 'of 
it 5 4 rate Privilege, a guichener of grace, a memorial of 
redeemin 8 z love, and pled dge c Chritt's tecond co ming. 

Q. W . do vor think of the duty. of prayer? 

A. I ok U DON it nat ONLY zs my great duty, but allo a$ an 
honourable pnvitcge; ſecing hereby 1 have cls to converſe 
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vith God: and thc refore Freie os, through grace, to Ive a 


life of prayer and ac qu: A ance with Sad, in a. \hrougi 
Chrilt, all my day: ys. ana that I will aiways go to God, and 
conſult wich lum in 7 i 1 NN and difficulties. 


Q. What do you think of the reit or the duties oi Ct, rilti- 


anity and of all Nee 2 e the 2 0 cu * 18 e 

A. 1 look upon the laws which Chriit hath after? © no the 
covenant of grace, as a iule of lis: to bis pech) te be holy, 
jult and god; and the duttes *nioined by it tol e mall xen N 
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| Able, 2alculatec. for 7" glory of God, and his peoples rod, 


The golbel, Whic!. is the docttine of grace, do! h {01:01 4 en— 
force this law, tee e. us tobriety With (pert u vartelve 8, 
11. zhteoufneis Inh itipect ro our ig ours, and 2 KLE 
with r. yok *C id o God, Ane the 3 * a nne _— 
{train us to tits diligent performance of ali thetu moral duties, 

O. Wat do you thin! ot tac rods and unico Wich ut— 
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teria t dne chill e 1 God 
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A. I bcheve thev are facher chaltiſements for their goc : 
s % 6 > - SY * þ — 4 o F a % | 
and that I Fare wily and fcalon Mordred by hin, wha 
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zeretore | delirc to 1 ibnut te } 
the rod, as the needful diiciphne of Cariit's hoult, an! 19 wel- 
come his convice ons and reproots, as well as ms commorts and 
ſnules; and to eis hin tor aflictions as well as tor mercies. 

Z. Gh do you think of the lite of taith! 

A. believe it to be the molt happy y lte, and that it ought 
to be the daily lite 9. God's people while in the workel. Aud 
deine to 3 and {2410 this no!“ lite of faith, and depen- 
dance vpon the Sou et Bod, wad to make dai blo 

| | 1 1 
and rig :3te0 oulnets to cover n. y guilt, and of his grace and 
ſtrengh to enable me to perform duty, conquer lu, reit 
ren?! 35 4 d bear ai melion, 

Q. Witt: do you think of the ſpiritual Warfare which 
Chiiſt calls vou to? 

A. I look upon that war as _ and honoarabie: a 


nd thera- 
fore do come in a volunteer at the found of the galpel-rr une 
pet, to hit myie! j 40 euer ur Jer hriſt's banner, Ido for ever 
aba don the devit's camp, and _w_ willing to ar alleging? 
to Hing ſeſus, to take up arms tor 1: im, an a to {1671 Al it his 
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lite, I rctotve never tomake ped wich thete enemies, nor ag: 
ee cen. tio. 1 Of 4 ns, 1 will never item, 1 6 1 y reier 
nor Se Harbour to the boſom traitors of indy CliWig | 
corruprious: but unJer tie C 1 Os my pier ions 


and in us ſtrengtu, 1 will Carry on the War 
complete victory » Winch 1s prom ned to all b 

BB, What do You hink of these who arc d 3 and run- 

ve from Ch ift*: tandard ? 

A. | 2 2 om us gzuiſty ot the greats eit mady eſs, and 
exp echt reuteſt wrath, ſeeing Chriſt's ul can take no 
plenſurc in the an who draw back fron him : and therefore J 
propoſe, through grace, to Keep cloſe by my Captain, and 
to adhere to his cauſe aud imterelt all che davs on my "IC, 

Q. In whole {trenpth is it that you engage to all thee pas 
and articles of che CUYCOANT tf 

A. Only! in! he treng th ot Jeſus Chritt my head and ſurety, 
who bath wdertaken tor me, and promuted to make D is grace 

SHFthcouing ro me. Wherctore L aitogether diitruſt my own 
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i ms will be ſurg to the 
Lamb ov God on roy acc Ido therefore come arid catk 
PV! down at the fret of iriinlte m. cy, aud plead: tor it, 
e corclihg to the pronmie. t! Ir Jeſus Chill ny dear Son. 
 O Father ol merci; | er of my ord Jeſus Chritt, 
Tomo feniiile of mm „in FEDULING againſt thee 
2 4.5 - 
and ein over to Sat | --1 199 6 return as 2 prodi- 
Bal to Heavenly Fan, 92 * = willing to 
in mill urto the Lord! cube dovenaut never. to 
be forgotten: O Farther, 1! > Hine d: „at he. wen and in 
, 2 ' a 
ti), Lin, and ahn MOT Witty to, tl lech t ay chi! d; d 
Happy would Ida piyſeh, ii te ann Arc: ec muanelt 
lation gr room in t Wu,, Fdichieto nts th; trer aug, 
and inne te Wildon in conti ay i tal ton toom 
ner tuo“ a Metliator, and int eng ty terne baigugd gon; 
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ble, calculated for dle glory of God, and his peoples good. 
The gotpcl, whicl. is the doctrine of grace, doth ftiongly en- 
force this law, by caching us ſobriety with reſpert t oourtelves, 
righteouſneſs with ;eiped to our ueighbours, and godlinets 
with reſpect to God. And the love of Citi t doch mighuily cone 
{train us to the diligent performance of ali thete moral duties. 

O. What do you think of the rods and atticiions winch at- 
tend the childten of God 

A. I behteve they are fatherly chaſtiſements for their good: 
and that they are witely and ſcaſonably ordered by him, who 
hedpes up huis peoples way with thorns, that they may not 
find their crooked paths: and therefore 1 defire to ſubnut to 
the rod, as the needful diſcipline of Cariit's houſe, and to wel- 
come his convichons and reproots, as well as his comforts and 
ſnules; and to bleſs him tor aſflictions as well as tor mercies, 

Q. What do you think of the life of taith ! 

A. I believe it to be the moſt happy lite, and thut it ought 
ta be the dialy lite of God's people while in the worll. And 
J defire to ſtudy and leatn this nol-'2 life of faith, and depen- 
dance vpon the Son of God, and to make daily uſc of lus blood 
and rip.meoulnets to cover my guilt, und of his grace and. 
ſtrength to enable me to perform duty, conquer tut, ret 
temptation, a: d bear aiffiction. 

C. Wit: do you think of the ſpiritual Warfare winch 
Chriit calls you to? | 

A. I look upon that war as juſt and honourable: and therc- 
fore do come in a volunteer at the found of the goſpel-wrum- 
pet, to hit mylelt a ſoldier under Chriſt's banner, I 49 for ever 
abandon the devii's camp, and am willing to ſwear allegiance: 
to king Jeſus, to take up arms for him, and to ſiglit aguiiiil his 
enemies, the devil, rhe world, and che ſleſh, all the days of my 
lite. Ireſolve never tomake peace with theſe enemies, nor agree 
to a ceſlation of arms, I will never witeingly or willingly refer, 
nor give harbour to the boſom traitors of indwellmg luſts and 
corruptions: but un er the conduct or my glorious Captain, 

and in uis ſtrength, 1 will carry on the War, till I attain to that 
complete victory, wiuch is promiſed to all bel cvers in Chriſt. 
Q What do you think of theſe who are dezerters, and run- 


: aways from Chiilt's ſtandard ? 
e A. I look upon them as guilty of the greateit madneſs, and. 
- 4%, Expoled to the greateſt wrath, ſecrng Chriſt's Hul can take no 


Pleaſure in thete who draw back from him: and therefore I 
propoſe, through grace, to keep cloſe by my Captain, and 

| to adhere to his cauſe and intereſt all the days of my bte; 

. Q. In whoſe ſtrength is it that you engage to all the:e parts 

and articles of the coveoant ? 

: Ai Oaly in the ſtrength of Jeſus Chriſt my head and ſurety, 

5 who hath undertaken tor me, and promiſed to make his grace 

© » , «© totthconng to me. Wherctore L aitogether diitraſt my owu 

53 | itrepgth. 


I : - A 1 1 I. 
. f , 1 1 N * * 4 \ 4 A « 
GG * K a . ; " | * 5 . : . \ ": 
EAI? > n ; — * 7 25 ee 


—- 


d ) Ha — — 
* no erm — TFT: 5232 ® ww — m 
r "IP * — rere PORT * d . | | F dy 1-4 
1 


W 
= . 
CAETECH IS ME 
ſteegthang 8 AoJution, ar. beruhte rayſehf to horrowed Hreggth, 
I reſe ve ne ver t truſt in my pro due to C hriſt, but io Cknit's 
prone to me, that he will never leave me nor forſake me: 


Q. \ Vil you Jausty youre! 't WI th an public profeihon and 
eſigaging to the fa things beta. Nie 

A. No: I vil! throu,!) b grace, profefs ange leclare all, cheſe 
things alſo in ſseret before God. And 1 will nve my confer: 
to all he parts and articles ot God's covenant grade, in the 
no { [orious an a cit zende aan and | wall, be race 
bind ande gate mytelt to the! ven er W119 fegget trapſ- 
Ction, or r pert: Na | ©: era By. God through Clu ilk, betore 
I come to take the | 24] of Gorlfs:icovent d. And aſterwards ! 
ill adventure in liis 8 eg to approa ghet ö tis holy table, 
to ratify and ſeal tins bargain before men and angels. 
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man at lt upright and nappy bet 0 by the tall he is be- 
come riolt ſiuful and nuierable. 1 acknow! ledge that by nature 
I am an encmy to thee; a child of wrat! Ns and: 2 llave of fin and 
Satan, | U. ave den a tranſgreilor of diy] us from the womb': 
and it is a wonder of thy 5 Adenge that thou halt not made Me. 
2 monument et thy wrach in hell, long; beiore thus s time, 0 
what will become of me to all eternity, it 1 abide in this (tate! 
« Thare hea ths CIC! s METCY © God to it f. in: ners through 


the blood « fa crucified I fs, which revives my drcoping 19% ul. 
O Can 1118 MC \ Fe Pa {1 1 4 We”. rae ! 1 11 lurely i} 1 viicr 
ſnner Jam, thou hatt tlie mer op port. [nity ot Hnewiog the 


1 of ihy love, and the cthcacy, of thy Son's blood, 4 
if I be a ſaarcc of it, ctarnat ballelujchs will be ſurg to the 
Lam 0 of 5 (90 on my account, 1 do therefore come on, | caif 
myſe!! down at le ce et. of iinke mercy, and i plead for it, 
a0 OTC ing to th C bprophne 2 th4cup I Jeſus Chritt thy dear Son. 

q 0 Patlae r Of mercies, and ate er of my Lord jeſus Chriſt, 
Tam now ferniible of my fro and | 19 teballing againſt thec, 
and going over to Sata! g camp: 1 dadlire £3 reiurg as 2 prodi- 
Bal to ny heavenly Father, 4 Contelling 2 guild and Willing to 
join myſelf unto the Lord in an evertiat 10:3 doxenant Never: to 
be! Agotten: O Father, 1 habe {an © 2 Zainſt rr and in 
thy Digi, and ani no m Ore we 11.49 t be calleck thy child; buy | 
hap py WO! 11 Ig unk My: „ü 1 W=e ag mut aus ne macapelt_ 3. 
ita! LION gr oom in thy en 85 chi eto magn!y thy tree HWR 
and inſinite wid om in g Int ieing way ot Ca on took, lin * 
nets thro” a Mechiatd by and in ſting thy eternal by (h d 8075, 
to be th U mediater 43G lures”; Hort; 3! „. d tal oe thy ru omg 0 
and for putchaliag grate, bn e ry to eme Accorthng 5. 
thy command, 1 Jef; re tu pot}; dur apen * Son, rau brut 1905 * 
ay o approxe e of ths deri ice ©f, alraticg gi as Every Way WORK. 
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thy of God, and to fa! lin With it ig 40 reſpects. O pity. thy 
own creature, the workmanthip of thy bands: go over thy 
work Again, andon Chriſt's account, creat? me anew after thine 
own image, that I may be tried for thy ſervice and glory. 

© O bleT-4 Jeſus, 1 admire thy love in andertakin AL be 
the ſurety and ſacriſice for 400. ſianers, and in ming offer of 
thy blood to waſh the bke of me: welgorte, Lov: | felus | 1 do 
other ways of 1: rata n, and betake myſelf to 
thee, as my only Medi. or and Saviour: I do embrace thee in 
all thy omnes; and give up my{eltto be faved, taught, and rul- 


1 * 
ere un 1 


10 bl 
ett by rhee: accept or thee as my great Ih- prieſt, to atone 
tor my Hul an plead my cauſe with the Father, by thy Mer! 
toriou: Jearh' 41 nd wow werkal int ercelo n: Lredounce nilmyowyn 
righteouſnets and worthineſs in the butinets of jufitfication and 
Aceftence * th God, ap avon At th. Salome as the Lord my 
/ 


rightecuſneſs; 1 accert of M2 is my g. reat Pi. vph 
Th myfelf tothyteagk Mi 140 adi ratio! 8 >0-Conducte 
t by thee thro? this with de roets, and brought aufe to heaven U 
mga for wildom to follow thy & rechons! 1. do o accent of the 

ry King, ſwear alle gl unce eo tie and heartily co 165 zern 
ea and government: ler chy throne he ſet up in my i: zul, and 
all thycnénnesthere made t! ry footftool: I accept of thee for my 
huſband, and co ne nt to the marriage ow ant in all its art'- 
cles: I accept of thee as my Capt ain, anch lit myſelf as a ſolchter 
under thy banner, to figh t in thy ſtrength, 18210 21] thine e- 
nemics: Igo in with altthy golpel terms, ar d am well pleat- 
=; with the felt-denv! ag way offülvation prop os' therein: f am 

meytt A. an eternal debtor to free 27 ace, and thatthe glory 
of my ſalvation be hc ever aſcribec to Jeſus Chriit my lurcty, 

SMS holy s i rity | 1 Uh; nklu liv a ACC. p of tlie E-48 40 © i}! { lie 1 Of 
M7 ore Re op ja! Chaie , ar) dW. Lom the ta do thine of- 
{ice in my fon, to work faith ip ms 7 HOON = >. one), to 
bring about the change of the new Hirth, and to renew all my 
facuhties. To te l am bgho Iden lar all the ood. TiC tions 
and nclinat ions Nite 15 in me: ( 1-1 them He contiaued, the 
god, work cried ſor ward in me to pettection: I do chuk 
tier | Or my gickeror, 1 ©, and my wrefor thic all 
my pilgrmage; k vieh my kl LO thy WHVERCES and conduct, 
nt detire carefully t arent to all thy motions and coovice 
tions, both in peri FENG g my dar 7, and in abilring tom 
in; O work grace in dne tor that oftect, and enable me al- 
ways to 1. 1. Var 1-cluafſe ii: tit 
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Tarlier, Son, and 8 895 21416 28 to h thine and l 6n2y thi ide; 
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vice and glory all my days. "4; 
« And !ecing above all, thou requireſt the heart, I do here v3 
rurke an offer and ſurrender of my heart unto thee z Lord, 58M 


tale it and forn it for 3 make it irt ely new, make it 


ing ir, and taking polction of the throne in my ſoul: be 


thought and inclication in ſubjection to thee. 
„ I ſce the world is nothing but vanity and vexation of 
ſpiritz 1 will never any more ſet my heart upon it, but endea- 
your to conquer it, and ſubdue my inchnations to it: I place 
my happineſs only in the enjoyment of God. Ft view heaven 
as my country and dwelling-place, and I will henceforth ſet 
| my face heuven- ward, and ſpend my life here in God's ſer- 
vice, and in communion with him, chat I may be meet for 
the heavenly (tate. WL EEE N 
I will always lock upon fin as the enemy of God, and the 
cruciſier of Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour, and will purſue it to death: 
I will never follow a multitude to do evil, but will join myſelf 3a 
to the people, of God tho? they be deſpiſed or perſecuted. 1 
tale Chriſt with his croſs, as well as with his crown, and 1 
cheartully ſubmit to the rod and diſcipline of his houſe : Lord 
it thou wilt undertake that thy grace ſhall be ſufficient for me, 
I ſhall! think nothing too difficult to attempt, or too much to 
juſfer for thee. I dere to learn the life of faith and of prayer; 
O teach me it: that I may make daily uſe of Chriſt my ſurety 
both for juſtification. and ſanctiſication, for. ſtrength to per- 
form duty, bear the croſs, and reſiſt temptation: I look unto 
thee to ſend forth the Spirit unto my ſoul; to aſſiſt and ſtreng- 
then me for every good word and work. Heavenly Father, I 
take thee for my father, I take Chriſt for my life, I take thy 
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thy of God, and to fall in with it in all reſpects. O pity thy 
own creature, th workmanthip of thy bands: go over thy 
work again, andon Chriſt's account, create me anew aſter thine 
own image, that I may be ſᷣtted for thy ſervice and glory. 
* O bleſſed Jejus, I admire thy love in undertaking to be 
the ſurety and ſacrifice for loſt ſinners, and in making offer of 
thy blood to waſh che like of me: welcome, Lord ſeſus! I do 
here diſdain all other ways of ſalvation, and betake myſelf to 
tliee, as my only Mediator and Saviour: 1 do embrace thee in 
all thy offices; and give up myſelt to be faved, taught, and rul- 
ecl by thee: I accept of thee as my great high- prieſt, to atone 
for my ſoul and plead my cauſe with the Father, by thy meri- 
torious death and powerful intercelhon : 1 renounce ail myown 
righteouſneis and worthineſs in the buſineſs of juſtiſication and 
acceptance with God, and avouch thee alone as the Lord my 
righteouſneſs ; 1 accept of thee as my great Proph-t, and give 
upmytelt to thy teachingand inſtruction, that Imay be conduct- 
e by thee thro? this wilderneſs, and brought ſafe to heaven at 
laſt: O for wiſdom to follow thy directions! Ido accept of thee 
as my King, ſwear allegiance to thee and heartily conſeat tothy 
laws and government: let thy throne be ſet up in my t»ul, and 
all tkyenemiesthere made thy foot{tool: 1 accept of thee for my 
huſband, and conſent to the marriage covenant in all its arti- 
cles: I accept of thee as my Captain, and liſt myſcit as a ſoldier 
under thy banner, to fight in thy ſtrength, againſt al] thine e- 
nemies: I go in with alt thy goſpel terms, and am well pleaſ- 
ed with the ſelf-denving wayotfalvation propos*d therein; lam 
content to be an eternal debtor to free grace, and that the glory 
of my ſalvation be for ever aſcribed to Jeſus Chriit my ſurety. 
“ O holy Spirit, i thankfully accept of thee as the applier of 
my Redeemer's purchaſe, and do welcom® thee to do thine ot- 
ſice in my fonl, to work faith in me to believe the golpel, to 
bring about the change of the new birth, and to renew all my 
facuſties. To thee L am bgholden for all the good motions 
and mchnations cxcned ia me: O I-tthem be continued, the 
good work cried forwerd in me to perfection: I do chute 
thee, for my quickerer, ſanctier, and my director thro? all 
my pugrumage; 1 yield myſelf to thy inſluences and conduct, 
and deſtre carefully to attend to all thy motions and convic- 
tions, both in pexiorming my duty, and in abſtaining from 
linz Q work grace in me for that effe, and enable me al- 
Ways te fad and chile tlie things which are pleating to thee. 
4 * Aecord ing to my baptiſinal vows, Id bete renounce and 
banden alk the enemies of the holy Trinity, thę. devil, the 
World, and clie fle; and I do here farrender myſeſf ugta thee,” 
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